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CHAP.I - 


An Exhortation to an Holy Life, with Motivee 
thereto. | | 


T'S very ſad to conſider, not only how few Nations 
there are in the World which profeſs Chriftianity, 
but alſo of thoſe who do profeſs ir, how few there 

are comparatively that live according to their Profeſſion, 
Wherefore it well beſeems all Chriſt's fairhful Servants, 


eſpecially the Miniſters ofhis Goſpet, rowne Kurgoy urmoft 


Endeayours, by Life and DoQtrin, by publick and privz+e 
Exhortatioos, by preaching and writing, and by 2ll-the 
. Ways they are capable, ro promote true Plery and Holi- 
neſs amoneſ all ſorts of Men, whether high or low,rich 
or poor, Without which no Man can be happy, either in 
this World, or that to come. And though 1 well know 
thar, thanks be ro God, we abound with Mulritudes of 
excellent Books wricten to this End : yer are nor ſuch 
ſhort InſtruQions as theſe that follow, to be condemned 
as uſcleſs, fince they will,it's like, be more penerally dif 
perſed,and that amongſt the very meaneſt of the People, 
and may more eaſily be read and remembred by ſuch as 
have neither Time xo read large Books, nor Mony to by: 

them.Wirh ſuch as theſe I have occaſion oftento © 
| for thelr Sakes chicfly ir is that I publiſh this lirtle Paper; 
being encouraged thereto by ſome-plous Perſons, both of 
City and Country, who intend to give ſome of them a. 
way to poor Pcople about them, and thought. ochers 
might do the like, And _—_ pleaſe Ggd to give 2 = . 
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An Exhortation to an Holy Life, with Motivee 
thereto. | 


T'S very ſad to conſider, not only how few Nations 

there are in the World which profeſs Chriſtianity, 

. but alſo of thoſe who do profels it, how few there 
are comparatively that live according to their Profeſſion. 
Wherefnre it well beſeems all Chriſt's fairhful Servants, 


eſpecially the Miniſters of his Golpet, 2owe ("Ir arm 


Endeavours, by Life and Do&rin, by publick and privvs 
Exhortatioos, by preaching and writing, and by all the 
Ways they are capable, ro promote true Plery and Holi- 
neſs amongſt all ſorts of Men, whether high or low,rich 
or poor, without which no Man can be happy, either in 
this World, or that ro come. And though 1 well know 
thar, thanks be ro God, we abound with Mulritudes of 
excellent Books wricten to this End : yer are nor ſuck 
ſhort Inſtru&ions as theſe that follow, to be condemned 
as uſcleſs, ſince they will,it's like, be more ally dif 
perſed,and that amongſt the very meaneſt of the People, ' 
and may more eaſily be read and remembred by ſuch as 
have neither Time xo read large Books, nor Mony to bu 
them,Wirh ſach as theſe I have occaſion oftento meer,an 
. for thelr Sakes chicfly ir is thar I publiſh this lictle Paper 
being encouraged thereto by ſome-plous Perſons, both of 
Ciry and Country, who intend to give ſome of them a. ' 
way to poor People about them, and thought. others 
might do the like, And may 4 pleaſe God to give 2 yt . 
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fing ro ſuch a mean Undertaking as this, and fucceed [e 
ro the Good of Souls; I ſhall lictle regard the Eenſures of 
the Curiovs : Remembring the Saying I have ſomewhere 
met wich ofa devout Writer to this Purpoſe, That he. ® 
was defirous his Books ſhould be ſcattered abroad upon 
Pedlers Stalls,and rhence come inro the Hands of common 
People, for the encreaſing of Knowledg and Piery,rarher 
than be ſolemnly laid up and buried in the Libraries of the 
Learned. 

Wherefore, without any more Preface, I ſh:11 addreſs 
my ſelf ro you, for whoſe Sake I wrice theſe Lines, as a 
Perſwafive ro an holy and religious Life. Now, in or- 
der thereto, lect me beſecch you to look back upon your 
Lives paſt, and call your ſelves to account, whecher ir - 
has been your Care and Srudy to live in ſuch a Godly -* 
Manner as becomes thoſe who are baprized into ghe 
Name of Chriſt, and after him are called Chrifiians 
Fave you well . conſidered whar is the meaning of this 
Name, and what Engagement you lie under to an holy 
Life by raking it upon +'ou in Baptiſm ? And do you keep 
Ween _—_— " our BdÞtiMat YOW, Wereln You renoun- 
ced the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh ; and promiſed 
to be Chriſt's faithful Soldiers and Servants, and fo to 
continue all the Days of your Life ? Have you fo far un- 
derſtood and confidered' theſe things,that you have made 
It your Chief Bufineſs ro walk accordinglys Do you watch - 
carefully,and fight manfully againſt your ſpiritua]Enemies? 
Do you live as thoſe thar believe the Goſpel, ſincerely 
endeavouring in all things to know the Will of God, and 
do it ? Since you take Chriſt*: Name in your- Mouth, 
are you careful to depart from all Iniquity ? In a Word, 
Is this your greateſt Study and Deſign to pleaſe and glo- 
rify God, and ro work out your own Salvation? If your 
Conſcience can truly witneſs for you, that it is indeed ſo; 
and that wherein at any Time you fall ſhorr, or do amiſs, 
you are heartily prieved for it, and do daily labour to a- 
mend and grow betrer : If it be thus with you, I fay, 
then blefs God for his Grace and Mercy, hold on and 
proſper, and fear not bur God will be with you; he will 
own you as his Children, and for his Son Jeſus ſake, will 
both pardon your Sins,” and affiſt you by his Grace 3 - 
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| The Chiiſtian Wonito!. $ | 
will guide you by his Counſel, and ar length recelye you 
ro Glory. | 
But pray deal faithfully with you own Souls, and tell 
me, has ir not been quite otherwiſe with you ?Have you 
nor contented your felyes with che bare Name and Pro. 
fefſion of Chriſtianity, and in the mean time led an ill 
Courſe of Life,dire&ly contrary to your Profeſſion? Have 
you not lived in wilful Ignorance of your Duty, or 18 
groſs Sins againſt your Knowledge ? Do not the Tempra- 
tions of the Devil, the Alſurements of the Workd and 
rhe Fl:ſh many times prevail more with you, than the 
Commands of Almighty God, and the Voice of your own 
Conſcience 3 Are you not wont to negle& God's Wor- 
ſhip and Seryice, borh in the Church and ar Home ? Yea, 
do you nor profane hisholy Name by Swearing and Cur- 
ſing ? Are you not often guilty of lying and flandering,of 
cozening and chicating, 1f not of down-right ſtealing ? 
Do y2z hot in your Anger uſe raiſing and reviling Lan- 
guage ? Or, do yo nor live in Envy and Malice, ſcekivg 
for Revenge of thoſe that have done you any Injury ? Po 
you nor alfow your felves in Drunkennefs and Whore- 
gon, or ſome orher known and wilful Sin © To be ſhort, 
Is there nor ſomething or other in this World rhat == 
loye more than you do God himſelf, and hls ſon Jeſus ? 
Arc you not mach more concerned for your Bodies,than 
for your precious Souls ? And do you nor more earneſtly 
ſeek for Food and Raymenrt, and the good things of 


this Life, than afcer char erernal Kingdom of Glory which 
God hath promiſed to his faithful Servants in'rhe World 


to come ? 

If chis Indeed be your Caſe, I beſeech you make a 
Scand, and conſider well what you have been doing 3 
what a ſad and dangerons Condition you have brought 
your ſelves into, and what the End of it will be if you 
hold on in ſuch eyil Courſes. Humbly beg-of God to 
make you duly ſenſible of your Sin and Danger, and to 
keep the Senſe thereof ſo cloſe to your Minds, that you 
may be broughr not only to mourn for your Sins bur to 
loath and abhor them, and utrerly-to forſake the ſame, 
henceforth-rcſolving, by the Grace of God, wholly to 
give up your ſclves to his Service, and to walk —_— 
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c The Chziſffan Wonſtov — 
In choſe holy and good Ways, which he has appointed 
you. This 15 that-ro which I do moſt carneſtly defire ro 
pcrſwade you, And that I may do my utmoſt to prevail 


with you,[ ſhall lay before you ſome. very weighty Argu- = }- 


ments, which I requeſt you ſeripuſly ro ponder of as you 
read them, and God grant they may have the Effe& up- 
on the Heart of every Reader. Amen. 

E. That you may be prevailed with to become God's 
faithful Servants, conſider, firſt, That this was the great 
End for which God made you, and keeps you alive, and gives 
you ſo many Mercies of all Sorts. You can tell, I hope,thar 
God made you, and that he made you to ſerve him, by 
living according to his Commandments, Theſe are fome 
of thoſe firſt things which Children learn 3 and it 
were well, if when they arc grown up to be Menand Wo... * 
men, they would uſe ferioully ro think of them, and pra- 
Riſe accordingly. The wiſe God has made all Creatures 
for ſome good End or orner, and he 325 fired them all 
for thoſe Ends and Purpoſes for which he made them, 
To Man therefore has he given the Ule of Reaſon, chicf- 
ly ve fit him for Religion, and to render him capable of 
knowing, lovingand ſerving his great Creater and Bene- 
faftor ; And it 1s Religion which makes the great Diffe- 
rence betwixt a Man and a Beaft : For bruit Creatures 
have no apr ofGod, boRegard to him, bur are 
wholly led by their ©-nſes, and mind nothing elſe bur 
what is before them here In this World. But the pooreſt 4 
Man on Earth, who has the Uſe of his Reaſon, is near a- 
kin to the very Angels themſelyes ; his Nature is like 
theirs, and but a lictle below them, ſo that he may be 
much taken up in the ſame holy Works chatthey are em- 
ployed in, evenin loving and praiſing, and adoring the 
great and good God. To this End he may ſtudy both 
the Works and the Word of Ged, which reveal him to 
us, and ſhould continually pur us in mind of him. And 
all the good ti ings we enjoy ſhould ſtill make us ſenſible 
of the Goodneſs of Gud from whom they come ; and fill 
our Hearts with Love and Thankfulcefſs and our Mouths 
with Bleſſing and Praiſe. This is the. moſt proper Uſe of 
our Reaſon, and this God moſt juſily expeRs from us rea- 
ſonable Creatures ; and eyen this the poor Man ___ 
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der without any Hindrance to his daily labours ; and 
may ſtill keep ſuch an awfulSenſe of God upon his Mind, 
as may reſtrain him from wilful Sin, and make him care- 
ful always ro pleaſe his Maker. And fo our Reaſon was 
given to bridle and govern our Appetires, our Lufts and 
Paſſions 3 that we ſhould nor be led away inco' Gluttony 
and Drunkenneſfs, inro Wantonneſs and Uncleanneſs, nor 


10to wow and Fury, like bruir Beafts chat have no Un-. 


derſtanding : Bur ſhou'd live ſoberly and chaſtly, quietly 
and naners. H with all Men, doing them al! he Od we 
can. -For ſuch holy Purpoſes as theſe chiefly- was our 
Reaſon beſtowed on us, and therefore in this Manner 
ought jt to be employ'd. Certainly, fince God hath made 


,, us of a Nature ſo much berter chan Birds or Beaſts, he 
expeas from us other Works and Services than he does .. 


from them. They know nothing of God that made them, 
nor have they any Knowledg of another Life after this, 
but when they die, there's an End of chem. Bur ro us 
hath God given immortal Souls, of more Vale than the 
whole World : and for this End hath he created ns, that 
we might ſerye and honour him here in this Life, and ſo 
may live with him, and enjoy him for ever in the World 
ro come, 

Now, if this be the End of our Creation, ought we 
nor to live upto ir ? Do we nor ſee all other chings an- 
ſwer the End for which rhey- were made ? The Sun gives 
Light by Day, and the Moon by Night, The Earth 
brings forth Corn and Graſs, and the Trees bear Fruir. 
The Horſe, the Cow and the Sheep, with many other 
Creatures, afford us tnuch Service and Benefir. And 
ſhall Man alone be uſcleſs and unfruirſul, to live:to no 

Purpoſe ? When they are all ſo ready to ſerve us, 
I not we chearfully ſerve him that made us for his 


own Service ? Surely we cannot think that the wiſe God. 


fent us Inco:the World only to eat and drink, to flee 
and play, or to work hard fer a poor Livelyhood. If this 


were all, we had betcer haye been made bruir Creatures,. 


or never have been made ar all: Much leſs can we think 


 thar the holy God made us on purpoſe to fin againſt him, 
to diſhonour his Name, _ him to anger. He * 


did not give us Reaſon to make us crafty and cunning for 
the 
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the Warld, that we might know how to cozen and chear 
our Neighbours, He did not give us Tongues to ſwear 
aud curſe with, or to talk fooliſhly and filthily ; ler us nor 
- then uſe them to any ſuch il] Purpoſes. Since God 
has given us precious immortal Souls, let us not live like 
Beaf!s.thar periſh, wallowing in the Mire of baſe ſenſual 
Luſts. and Pleaſures. By this means we become worſe 
than Bruirs themſelves, for we debaſe our own Natures, 
we abuſe our Reaſon to our own Shame and Hurt, and to 
God's Diſpleaſure, Thus we croſs che End of our Creaii- 
on, and are more {tupid and ungrateful than the yery Ox 
or Aſs: For they know their Owner, and do good Service 
to thoſe thar keep and feed them, 1/a. 1. 2, 3. O let 
" —_— God cauſe to complain ofus,as he there does 
ef che 
they rebelled az5inft him; Think how grieyous it js to you 
that have Chiidren, afcer all your Care and Kindneſs, af- 
ter all your Colt and Labour, to have them prove ſtub- 
born and difobedjent, looſe and idle Prodigals. O fee 
then that you be tot ſuch rowards your heavenly Father 
who made you and preſcrves you, and every Day renews 
his Mercies vpon you. He keeps us alive, and makes 
our Lives comfortable. He pives and continues to us 
our Reaſon and Senſes, our 'Realth and Strength, Food 
and Raiment, and all the good things we enjov. He ſup- 
plies our Wants, and helps as in all our Diſtrefles. He 
gives us Light by Day, and Reft by Night. He enables 
us to fallow our C..llings, and gives us a Bleſſing ro our 
Labours, that we may provide for our ſelves and Families, 
And does nor this good-God well deſerve all the Love 
and Seryice which we can poſſibly render him? O how 
can we find in our Hearts wilfully ro offend him who 
thus delights in doing us good ! Fooliſh and unthankful 
Wretches we are, thus ill to require the Lord for all his 
loving Kindneſs. We could not deal ſo with any Friend 
or Neighbour on Earth, that had becn always kind and 
loving ro us. Are not Servants bound to work.for them 
who maintain them and pay them Wages? And avght not 
Children to obey their Parents who begot them, and 
brought chem up ? How much more then ought we to 


obey God aur Father, who gave vs Life at firſt, and flill 
; | pro» 
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prolongs it from one Day ro another, when he could in 
a Moment cut us off In our Sins, and rhrow us into Hell ? 
But in much Mercy he ſparcs us, and gives us Space to 
repent, and is very unwilling to deſtroy us, and there- 
fore waits long to be gracious ro us, O then let his Pa- 
tience and all his Goodneſs at laſt have rhis happy Efle& 
upon us; let ir lead us to true Repentance,and ever here- 
afrer engage us to Diligence and Conſtancy in his Service, 
Rom. 2. 4. 2 Pet. 3.9. 

TE. To which Purpoſe confider again that this was the 
End for which God ſent his Son Feſus inzo the World, even 
ro ſeek and ſave us loft and miſerable Sinners,to bring us 
to Repenrance and Newneſs of Life, that ſo we might be 
reſtored to the Love and Fayour of God, which we had 


,. loſt by finning againſt hiw, Our firſt Parents, Adam and 


Eve were. created in a very holy and happy Eſtate, 
bur chey fell from ir by ſinning againſt God, and ſo came 
al} Miſery inro the World, and then did our heavenly 
Father rake, pity on us, and ſent his own Son our of his 
Boſom to be our Saviour and Redeemer, to reform us 
from our Sins, and foto deliver us from Miſery : Firſt 
he will make us holy, and then we ſhall be made happy. 
For as Man loſt his Happineſs by diſobeying God's Com- 
mand, ſo he muſt recover it by becoming obcdlent to his 
Will in all things, To this End hath the Lord Jeſus ful- 
ly reveaPd God's Will to us when we were in Ignorance 
and Darkneſs. Ke hath given us holy Preceprs for the 
Rule of our Life : And made moſt rich and precious Pro- 
miſes to perſwade us to our Dury, and denounced dread» 
ful Threatnings to affrighr us from Wickedneſs. 

And when we had deſerved the Wrath of God for our 
Sins, then did Jeſus Chrift ſhed his moft precious Blood 
to make Aronement for us, and to obtain our Pardon and 
Forgiveneſs. He dyed for our Offences, and roſe again 
for our Juſtificarion, Rom, 4.25, And in his Goſpel he hark 
given full Aſſurance of God's good W1Il to Nakind, that 
he will be merciful ro us and pardon vs, if we truly re- 
pent of our Sins and forſake them. Thus hath Chrifi 
opencd a Door of Hope for us, to encourage us to returs 
to God : For ifthere had been no Hopes of Mercy, we 
ſhould never have becn _ tg Repenrance, but ob 
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like the Devils themſelves ſhould have remained full of 
Hatred and Malice againſt God, utterly deſpairing of Re- 


lief from him. Bur whilſt the Death of Chriſt does ſo JJ. 


much engage and encourage us to forſake our Sins, it gives 

nor the leaſt Encouragement to our Continuance in them. 

Let us not think that Chriſt died for our Sins thar we 

might have Liberty to /ive in them, and yer be ſaved at 
the laſt, No, but he came to ſave us from our Sins, nor 

inthem. He makes us blefſed by turning us from our Tni- 

quities. He died to redeem us from avain and evi} Con- 

verſation, ro purify our Hearts, and reform our Lives, 

and make us a peculiar People zealous of good Works, 

Mat. 1.21. As 3.26. Tit. 2.14. 1 Pet. 1.18, 


The Death of Chriſt for us vile Sinners ſhews the infi-._. 


nite Love of God in finding out this Way for our Salva- 
tion: Bur then ir ſhews alſo what an evil thing Sin is, 
and how hateful ro God, fince he would not pardon us 
without the ſuffering of his own dear Son on our Account, 
And therefore if the Conſideration of all rhis does nor 
bring us to hate and abhor our Sins, and to love and ſerve 
our God and Saviour, we are never like to haye any Be- 
nefi: by Chriſt's Death. All our Profeſſions of loving 
him, andbelleving in him, will ſtand us In no fiead with- 
out obeying him. True ſaving Faith in Chrift is that 
which worbs by Love both ro God and our Neighbour, 


Chrift accounts none to be his Friends but thoſe that , 


keep his Commandments, and to ſuch only will he grant 
yg _ Salvation, Gal. $5.6. John 15.14. Heb. 5.5, 
I 70/R 3.0. 
' "read. oil the eyer-bleſſed Jeſus the Son of God came 
down from Heaven, became a Man, and diced a moſt 
ainful Death upon the Croſs,that he might ſave us from 
in and Miſery, ſhall we not accept of him as our Lord 
and Saviour, who comes to deliver us from the Power of 
the Devil, and our own Lufts, ro make us the Children of 
God, and Heirs of Glory which is a thouſand times great- 
er Deliverance than that of the 7ſaelites from the Egyp- 
tian Bondage? Will you not be moved by all chart Chriſk 
has done and ſuffered for you ? Shall nor his Love con- 
ſtrain you to love him, and to hate all Sin which was che 


Cauſe of his Sufterings 2 Will you tread under foor = 
erings ? Will you ure gaof 
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_ _-.- (The Chaiffſan Wonit, 
moſt precious Blood, and even crucifie him afreſh, and 
again put him to open Shame? Thus in ſome ſort do wick- 
ed Men uſe their Saviour,whilſt chey go on in their Sis, 
which are ſo-difpleaſing ro him. They that lie and co- 
Zen for a little Gain, what do they but In 7udas ſell away 
Chriſt for Mony ? They that live 1n Hatred and Malice, 
and do Miſchief ro their Neighbours, do in Eff. & run 
the Spear into Chrift's Side, and drive Nails into his 
Hands and Feer. And they that give themſelves ro Riot 
and Drunkenneſs, do even mingle Gall and Vinegar for 
kim to drink, They do all thar inthem lies by their fin- 
ful Pleaſures to put him again Into Agonies and Pains. 
Bur on the other hand fir is a Delightto our Saviourto ſee 
us humbled for our Sins, and reſolved to forſake them. 
He will readily and effe&ually inrerceed for us with our 
heavenly Father , who is moſt willing to receive return- 
ing Prodigals. There is Joy in Meaven when Sinners on 
earth repent.Even this our return to God by true repen- 
tance is the beſt Recompence we can make to our bleſſed 
Saviour for all his Pains and Sufferings. When the Plea- 
ſure of the Lord profpers in his Hand by the Conyerfion of 
Sinners, he then ſees the Travel of his Soul, and is ſatisfied, 
And ſhall we not aftord this SatisfaCtion 
to our Redeemer, who hath undergone ſo much for our 
Sakes, and ftill out of his tender Love to our Souls fol- 
lows us with ſuch carneft Invitations ro come to him 
for Life and Happineſs ? Could we deny him this moſt 
reaſonable Requeſt, if we ſaw him now in Perſon ſtanding 
before us, beſeeching us ro turn and live ? And this he 
now does by his Spirit, and by his Miniſtry : Bur rhar 
leads me to the next. 

HI. Confider therefore, that ths alſo was the End for 
which the holy Ghoft is given, and all the Means of Grace af- 


forded, even to ſanRitic our Hearts, and make us an holy 


and obedient People. God knows the Weakneſs and 
Corruption of our Natures, and therefore in great Mer. 
cy he affords the Aſfiſtance of his holy Spirit, ro enlight» 
en our Minds, and purifie our Hearts, to renew and 
change our Natures, and guide us in Ways of Holineſs 
here, that ſo we may be fitred for eternal Happineſs with 
the moſt holy Gad Ia the lite ro came, Fob.3.3,5.Rom po 


And for this End were the hely Scriptures written by -*F* 
Men aſſiſted and inſpired by the holy Ghoſt,to be a Light * 
to our Feer, and a Lanthorn to our Path, co dire& us in 
the plain Way to everlaſting Life, 2 Tim. 3. 15, 16, I7. < 
And the holy Sacraments were appointed for che Increaſe 
of Grace to all chat make a right Uſe of them. And onr 
bleſſed Saviour did at firſt ſead abroad his Apoſtles ro |- 
preach the Goſpel ro all the World, and hath ever fince 
continued a Succefſion of Miniſters in his Church, whoſe 
ſtanding Office is to adminiſter rhe Word and Sacraments, 
to warch over che Souls of che People,to inſtru and ad- 
moniſh them horh in publick and private, ard to uſe their 
urmoſt Diligence co bringthem tothe Knowledg and Love 
of God, and ofhis Son Jeſus. And God is cver ready to 
accompany theirEndeavours wirh hisBleſting, Do you nor .. 
ofren feel his good Spirir putting good Thoughts and Mo» 
rions into your Mind, inclinivg you to that which is ho- 
ly and good, checking and reſtraining you when you are 
running into Evil? But onthe other hand ir's the evil Spt- 
rit, even the Devil himſelf, char remprs you co fin, and 

would hinder you from your Duty. Irs the Devil that 
tempts Men to Pride, and Malice, and to all manner-of 
Wickednefs, For he being a proud, maticijous, and moſt 
wicked Spirit, would have Men to be like himſelf, thar 
ſo they may for ever be miſerable with him. Will you 
not then reſiſt the Devi), the great Enemy of your Souls, 
and be led and guided by God's good Spiric, and follow 
his Motions and the DireRlons of his Word which lead 
to Happineſs ? O do not grieve this bleſſed Spirit,who a- 
lone can give us true Comfort, do not reſiſt and quench - ||, 
his Motions, nor prevoke him to deparr from you, and 

' leave you to your own Luſts, and to the Power of Satan, 
who ſeeks your Ruine. 

Moreover, as the Devil has his Inflruments to draw 
Mea to Wickednefs, one ill Man ' rempting another ; fo 
Miniſters are ſent from God to draw you to Righteouſneſs : 
and Holincfs. They are Ambaſſadors and Mefſengers of 
Chriſt, and do in his Name beſcech you to be reconciled t 
to God, who is moſt willing ts be reconciled to you, If 7 
you. will but cait away thoſe wicked Works which pro- 


yoke him ro Anger, 2 Cot» 5. 20» © how will it ejoyee 
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The Chiiffian- Pontto!, 13 
the Hearts of your Miriftcrs that truly love your Souls, 
to {ze the Succeſs of their Labours, to have you come ta 
them enquiring what you mult doto be ſaved, declaring 
your Repentance for your former evil Courſes, and your 
Reſoluricn henceforth to become new Creatures?Cerrainly 
we exhort you to nothing bur what is highly reaſonable 
and for your own benefic, whilſt we perſuade you to return 
to rhe Favour of God. Why then will you not hearken ta 
us? If a Vieſlage of Mercy ſhould be ſent you from the Kirg, 
when you Were in Danger of Dearh for Rebellion, would 
you not moſt gladly ard thankfully receive it 7 And will 
you not be as thankful and ovedienreo the King of Rings, 
and as wiſe to ſave your Souls,as to preſerve your Fodies? 

And beſides his Word and Miniſters, God alſo pleads 


'* Wick you by his Providences to bring you to Repentance, 


Sometimes he ſends Aﬀiitions to corre you for your 
Faulcs, to ſhew you the Evil of Sin, and draw you home 
to himſelf; and at other times he ſends many Mercies,as 
I have told you, co ſofren your Hearts,to engage and al- 
lare you to his Service : And ſuch good Uſe we ought ta 
make of all God's Dealings with us. | 

IV. Conſider further what Enzagements you lye under te 
en holy Life by your own Profeſſion, Promiſes-and Vows. You 
profeſs and call your ſelves Chriſtians, the Diſciples and 
Followers of Chriſt : Oughr: you nor then to follow his 


- Example,and obey his Cemmands,if you will make good 


thar Name ? You will think ira great Diſgrace not to be 
taken for a Chriſtjan, but for a Turb or Jew. Beware 
then leſt you bring this Diſgrace upon your ſelves by an 
unchriſtian Temper of Mind, and ill Courſe of Life. If 
you are falſe or cruel, covetous or luftful, hke a Turk 
or Jew, it matters little whar you call your ſelves. He 
5s mot 4 Chriſtian that's one outwardly, bur he chat has 
the ſame Mind avd Spirir that was in Chrift Jeſus. God 
will not at the Jaft Day judge of Men by their Names and 
Titles, bur by their Hearrs ard Lives. Orly ir will go 
much worſe with a Man that calls himſelf a Chrjfiian, and 
yer lives like a Heathen or Infidel, : 
And pray confider how by your Baptiſm you are ſolemPfs 
ly lifted under Chriſt's Bann-r, to fight againli ric Devil, 
the World, and the Fleſh; -= by the keeping this Yow, 
: | JU 


14 The Chatſfſan Bonlto?, 
you ſhew your ſelves to be Chriſtians indeed. But if you 
are led away by rhe Temprations of Satan, and do his 
Works, and are enſnared by the Vanitles of the World, 

' the Lufts and Pleaſures of the Fleſh, you doinEffe re. 

.nounce.your Baptiſm. : 

Befides this, have you not renewed this fame Vow at 
the holy Communion, there openly profeſſing your Belief 

. $n Chriſt crucified, and promiſing Obedience to him ? If 
you have not received this holy Sacrament, though you 

| have long been at Years of Diſcretion, you then 


your feives by this Negle&, to be no obedient Diſciples - 


_ of Chrift, fince you 4o nor obey hls plain Command to ov 
. this 4n_ remembrance of him, Luk. 22.19. And Indeed I 


- fear that many careleſs People will not cometo the Com» _ 
union, becauſe they think ic would bind them to lead 


- fuch a ſtriR and holy Life as they have no mind ro- Bur 
do not they caft off Jeſus Chriſt from being their Mafter, 
who look upon his Commands as too ſtri& and. ſevere, 
and will not promiſe to obey him?Yea,do they not there- 
by even down their Baptiſm,by which they were bound 
co this Obedience 2 So that the ſame Reaſon which keeps 
them from the Communion, its like, would keep.them 
from being baptized, if it were yer to be done. And 
whar Sort of Chriſtians are they that would reje& Chri- 

fijan Baptiſm,becauſe it engages them to an holy Life? 

Tf you are not guilty of this Negle&, bur do ſometimes 

.-£ometo the Lord's Supper,to keep up the Remembrance 
of his Death and Sufferings: Then pray conſider, that by 
receiving this holy Sacrament, you do ſolemnly renew 
your Vows to be Chriſt's ſairhful Servants and Diſciples, 
and to walkin, figcere Obedience to all his holy Laws, as 
you hope for Salvation by bis Dearth. Wherefore may I 

_or.well beſeech you to uſe all due Care ta live according 
eo this your Promiſe and Engagement ? What a Shame Is 
jt for a Man to be faiſe to his Word, much more to his 
Oath: !.O do por; then break that Oath..which you have 
made to God hinfſ{clf,by taking this holy-Sacrament. And 

. call raznind if. ygu have nor ſometimes on a fick-Bed, or 

in ſome great Danger,\ made the ſame Promiſe and Vow: 
Avd has not God ſpared yqos.co ſee how you weuld per- 

 formthe ſame ? Take heed then of abuſing his Merey, and 
breaking your Pcomilc. More« 


_ -#n Earth as it is in Heaven, ought 


The Thiltian Wonito2., 
Moreover I might ſhew how your profeſling to believe 
the Creed engages you to live well,according tothe holy 
Faith you profeſs, which is a DoFrin according to Godlinaſs, 
Bur laſtly, the-yery Prayers you put up to God, lay the 
fame Engagement on you, eyen to ſerve and pleaſe this 
God whom you worſhip. To inſtance briefly In the 
Lord's Prayer, whilſt we call God Our Father, &c, ought 
we not to loye and honour him, to obey him and ſubmir 
to him as our heavenly Father? Whilſt we pray that his 
Name may be hallowed, his Kingdom come, and bis Will done 


not our ſelyes to ho- 
nour his Name, and advance his Kingdom, by obeying 
.his Laws, avd by doing his Will ct tly and chearful. 


 1y as the Angels doin Heaven,to the urmoſt of our Pow- 


er? Praying for daily Bread, teaches our Dependance ups 
on Gqd, and engages us to ſerve him by whom we are 
maintained. When we pray God ro forgive our Treſpaſſes 
5 we ain others, this ſirictly binds us to forgive thoſe 
that offend us, as eyer we hope for Mercy from God, 
And when we praynoc #0 be l:d into Tempration,but delivtre 
ed from Evil, this fhould reſtrain us from running Into 
Temprarion, and make us careful to avold all Sin and the 
Occaſions of it. To the ſame purpoſe I might alſo men. 


ion the Prayers of the Church, co which I hope you 


come frequently. Therein you begin with the Conteſt 
on of your Sins, and ought you not to forſake as-well as 


*t +o confeſs them 2 And in the End of the Confefliott, you 


pray God for Chrij?'s ſake to grant that you may lead godh, 
Fighteous and ſober Lives, And almoſt in every Prayer, 
you will find ſomewhar to this Effet. Now I hope you 
are in good earneſt in theſe your Prayers, elſe you do 
mock God and affront him, Inſtead of worſhippiog and - 
pleafing him, Bur if you do heartily defirerheſe things 


which you priy for, then you will do your-part for the 
Artainment of rhem,and will diligently endeavour to live 


in ſo holy and good a Manner, as you pray that you way 
do. And if you rhus add Diligence to your -Prayers,God's 
Grace will never be wanting for your Aﬀiſtance. 


V. Conſider alf6 how juft and” epual all, God's Com- 
mapdmiencs arg, ſuch that our own Reaforaqanor but ap- 
prove 'of them, as beivg _ agrceabſe-vo. us a4 we are 
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16 The Chiifffan Monito!; 
reaſonable Creatures, To inſtance in the chief of chem; 
is it not moſt juſt and fit char we ſhould love God above 
all, who is the beſt and moſt perfe& of a!l Beings, and 
from whom we receive all our good things ? Ought- we 
nor to pray to him who alone can hear and help us, and 
tro give Thanks and Praiſe ro him, who is the Father. of 
'Mercies? Is it not moſt reafonable that Children ſhould 
obey their Parents, and Subjects their Rulers? And thar 
all Men ſhould live in Peace and Love with one anorher, 
and ſpeak rruly, and deal honeſtly as they would be dealt 
with? Is-it not moſt,fic and decent for a Man to eat and 
drink moderately, fas makes moſt for his Health ? To be 
modeſt and chaſt in all his Converfation ? Will not every 
man's own Reaſon acknowledg the Equity and Firneſs of 
theſe and the like Precepts ? And for ſome that do ſeem 
more ſevere, there may be given very good Reaſon for 
them alſo : So thar plainly, all God's Commands are the 
wiſe and whole{ome Counſels of a moſt render Farher, 
who forbids his Children nothing bur whac's hurtful, and 
requires norhing of them but what makes for their own 
Good, even to dealjuſily, to love Mercy, and to walk hum- 
bly with their God, Mic. 6.8. Chriſt's Toke is eaſte, and his 
Burden light, Mat. -11.30. God's Service is perfe& Free- 
. dom, aswedaily ſtyle it in our Prayers. And his Com- 
mandimentMAare not grievoms, 1 Joh.5.3. Shall we nor-then 
bc ſaduriful to our heavenly Father, yea, ſo wiſe for our 
own Gaod, as to obey theſe moſt reaſonable and graci- 
ous Laws which he has given us? So juſt and <qual they 
are," that we cannot break them withour offeripg a kind 
of Violence ro our ſclves, and going contrary to the Rea- 
ſon of our Mind. They are Light tothe Eyes, and Foy to the 
Heart, ſweeter to a good Man than Honey, and the Honey = 
comb, as the-Pſalmiſt often ſpeaks. As ſuitable are God's 
Commands to our Natures, and as uſeſul and healthful ro 
our Souls, as the moſt wholeſom Food to oug Bodies. 
And for a Man to dire& his whole Carriage and Behav. 
our , ng the Laws of God, is as. much his Wiſ- 
dom, 'a5'jt 1s, to go cloathed indecent Apparel, and to 
ear and drink what is good for his Nowgjhinent. ,. But on 
the; ocher. hand, for one to run naked abour. che. $creets, 
to. 6 Mow with die and Dirt, ty cis and mangle 
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The- Chtifian Wonito!. = L, 
his 6wn Fleſb, is nat a grez;cr Sign of Folly and Madneſs” 
tat for a Maj; to ve according to his own Luſts, rather 
than after the Laws of God, which are ſo agreeable to our 
Reaſon, and do (o plainly conduce to our own trueſt In» 
tereſk and Advantage, borh in this Life and that ro comez 
as will appear by what follows. 

VE. Confider therefore in che next place, that it is a 
moſt certain. Truth, That the leading of an holy and good 
Life, is in all reſpefs wery greatly for a Man's own Beneſit 
ani Comfort ; even in thus preſent #'orld, Gedlineſs 15 profita- 
ble for ail things : It makes for the Quier of our Minds,the 
Health of our Bodies, the Encreaſe. of our Eſtates, and 
procures-us much Credit and F{teem, much Love and 
Good Will among our Neighbours. Yea, it commonly 
brings along wich ir, all manner of Bleſſings, and makes 
the Enjoymenr of them more ſweer and pleaſant, and 
keeps off a great deal of Trouble which wicked Men 
bring upon themſelves, and affords much Support and 
Eaſe under thoſe Aﬀlitions which the Providence of God 
may lay upon us. Inſomuch that no Man of what Rank 
and Condirian ſoever he be, can lead a truly comformnabie - 
Life, except he lead an holy;and good Life. All this is 
frequently taught In Scripture,and may eafily be manife- 
ſted by clear Reaſon : Or if chat be nor ſufficient,it is al- 
ſo moſt plainly to be diſcerned by daily Experience, that 
they who truly fear God,have much more Peace and Com- 
fort in this World, than wicked and looſe Liyers, that 
make no Conſcience of their Ways. 

TFT fhould make rhe Compariſon only betwwixt a ſober 
Man and a Drunkard, which do you think has the betrer 
of ic 1n this Life ? How often do the great Drinkers nor 
only wafte their Eftates, but deſtroy their Healch, weak 
en. their Brains, and ſhorten their Lives? How often do 
they fall into Quarrels, ger Wounds and Bruites, and 
ſometimes Death ir ſelf, either by fighring,or by one fad 
Accident'or other? Sometimes the very Children in the 
Streets ruf afrer them, ſhouting and making Sport with 
them, and if. you follow them ro their own Homes, what 
diſturbance an@miſchicf do they make there? Whatſwear- 
1ng and Curſing, what brawling and ſcolding, what quar- 
relling and fighting is there ? What Outcries and Lamens« 
| ; C 3 fate 
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tions 2 Wit 20d Children mate ?- Who now perhaps 
4 glad to ger away for fear of their Lives, as before they 
fav ftarving for want of that Money which theſe ill Huz- 
bands waſte in the Ale-houſe. ( A Sinand Shame ir is to- 
thoſe char enterrain them.) And after they have lived a 
while at this wild and wicked Rare, the next Newscom.- 
monly 1s, that either for Debr or for Diſorder they are 

. Yid up in Priſon, and ſomerimes by thoſe very People in 
whoſe Houſes they drink away all tkey got. And now 
they are forced to live upen Bread arid Water, and lin. 
ger out a miſerable hungry Life, in a cold ſtinking Dunge- 
on, till elther the Chariry of Friends, or Death f ſelf re- 
teaſe them thence. ( Andby the way, is this ſuch a pleas 


ſant Life, that fr's worth being damn'd for to Hell Tor. -- 


ments to all Erernity? of which afterwards. ): 

Thus alſo might I tell of the ſad Effe&ts of Whoredom, 
which is commonly follow'd wich Poverty and Diſgrace, 
and many times with a filchy loathſome Diſeaſe, which 
make Men rot above ground. And thus angry, proud, 
Taliciousand revengeful People are a contioual Torment. 
to themicaves Ju ro all about them, and ſeldom have 
any Peace or Quier, either with their Neighbours, or jn 
their own Families, The like may be ſhewn of all ether 
Yices which are till wont to bring their own Puniſhmeng 
along with them ;roſay nothing of whar is or ought to be 
inflicted by the Magiſtrate. Eſpecially ſuch wicked People 
as Thieves and Murderers,Traicors and Rebcls do ſeldom 
eſcape the Hangs of publick Juſtice, But who will hurt 
Hen if they be Followers of that which is good ? Qr whar Hure 
does aMan bring upon himſelf by living ſoberly and chaſt. 
iy, by fearing God and honouring the King? Whar Miſ- 
chlefdoes Man get by minding his own Buſincfs, and 51v- 
Ing quietly and peaceably among his Neighbours ? Nay, 
how happily may we ſee even ſome of the meaneſt ſore 
of People live, that are diligent in their Callings, and ſo- 
der and cemperate, and carcful ro pleaſe God, and keep 
a good Conſcience in all their Ways ? Very ſc]dom it 
that they are pinched with much Want; ar if they fhould 
fall into-alow Condition, yet all good People that know 
them,are ready to pity and relievethem ; and will often 
truſt them with Mony or Goods till they are able ro 7 


— 


_— 5 WW x- 


2 = 5 6 SW s9r-S%tS,, 0 


w LITE =Y ow m5F YE TS & wy VWFyYy Ys" W my W nd 


CON 228 — $6 En " 
\f# OO - Ta . by 
MO Fs + a, 
SRI FRI 6 WIL 
- 


* 
L 2%, 


vr #7 1 "Pa - 
Ve IT'S 


The Chulltſan Wonſtoz! 19s © 
And every Body is willing to employ an toneft induſici» 
ens Man, ſo that ne flaall ſeldom watix Work or Trading, 
But idle,rioeous People that follow whoring and drinking, 
gaming and chearing, and ſtealing,that negleRt God's Scr- 
vice, and prophane the Lord's Day, being often in vhe 
Ale-houſe when they ſhould be at Church; theſe are the® 
People, if you obſerve it, thatdo commonly fall into the 
baſcſt Beggery and Miſery ; and Men do. bur lictle piry 
them, becauſe they brought ir all on themſelves, Ohow 
happy might all ſorts of People be,in-a very grearMeaſure 
even at preſent, if rhey would but become truly religious 
and good! It is their own-Sin and Folly, their Lufts and 
Paſſions that occaſion moſt of thoſe Troubles and Miſeries - 
which they meet with zrhough I know they uſe to cry our 
ef their hard Fortune, and to lay the Blame upon others,- 
and ſomerimes to murmur againſt God himſelf, Bur they 
conſider not how they provoke God to Anger daily by 
their hainous Sins, .and therefore may juſtly feel his hea- 
vy Judgmenrs for the ſame, beſides all the Miſchief whick 
naturally follews upon Wickedneſs. And this makes their 
Condition to be ſad indeed, that they are always liable to 
the Wrath of God, and may juſtly expe& his Vengeance 
to fall upon them,and rofiripthem ofs!! ii; Touncris; 
ant throw them into the ſoreſt Calamicies. 

Bur on the contrary, herein above all lies the pood 
Man's Security and Comfort,thar he enjoys the Bleflibgs 
and Fayour of Almighty God, and therefore is ſure to 
want nothing that's truly good for him. So it's promiſed, . 
Pjal. 84. 11,12. Mat. 6.33. They that firſt ſeek the King. 
dom of God, and the Righteouſneſs of it, ſhall have gll that is 
needful added ts them, So thar a r Man take ng 
ſurer Courſe to provide for himſelf and Family, than to 
become truly religious 3 tho he may not have great things 
in the World, yet he ſhall have Food convenient. And 
then, which is better than all, he ſhall have God's Bleſ- 
ſing with what he enjoys ; and thls will afford him more 
true Contentand Comfort in thar little he has,than a wick- 
ed Man'can find in all his great Treaſures. Godlineſs with. 


.Contentment is the greateſt Gain, Pſal.37.16. 1 Tim.6.6 


A poor Man that has only 7acob's Wiſh, Food to ear,and 
Raimenc to put on, ifalfo _ has Facob's Plcty,and takes 
4 #h© 
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whe Lord for his God, and lives in his-fear and fervice, and 
enjoys the Senſe of his Favour, how bl:ffed 1s the State 
ef this Man ? How chearfully may he live art all times, not- 
withſtanding his Poverty ? What though his Dwelling be 
mean, his Fare ſomewhat hard and courſfe,and his Cloath- 
Ing very plain; yet whilſt he loyes God fincerely, and 
worſhips him duly and devoutly, he may everrturn his 
Cottage into a Pallace, yea, a Temple; and the bleſſed 
God will vifit him wich his Preſence, will accept of his 
Services, and refreſh him with the Light of his Counte- 
Bince, And upon this Knowledg and Enjoyment of God 
it is,thar rhe true Comfort of a Man's Life depends,what- 
ever his outward Condicjon be. Ir is this alone which 
gives inward Peace and Satisfaftion to his Mind, and 
{weerens all his Mercies, and above all things, bears up 
his Heart under thoſe afflitions he meets with. For the 
beſt of Men muſt expe their Share of outward Troubles 
an this World, ſuch as Sickneſs and Pain, Loſs of Friends 
and Eſtate, with the like ; rheſe are Calamities common 
co all. But here the good Man has clearly rhe Advanrage, 
fince he looks upon all that befals him as coming from 
the Hands of a moſt wiſe and gracious God, who knows 
what 15 beſt for him, and to whoſe Will he freely reſigns 
bimſclf and all his Aﬀiirs,ſaying with his bleſſed Nalter, 
Not my Will, O G1d, but thine be done» Yea, he receives 
AfﬀMiiQtions as ſent in KinJneſs, to correR him for his Faults, 
to exerciſe and encreaſe his Graces, and ſo to prepare 
him for Glory, And here's the great Benefit of Reljgi- 
en, that it reacheth a Man whither to go for Relief and 
Comfore in his Strairs and Difficulties, even to this great 
+ and good God, who is moſt able and ready to help his 
People in all Times of Trouble, This we fill rcad in 
Scripture was the Courſe of holy Men, and rhey found ic 
was not in vain, And to this Day will God's fairhful 
Servants find the good EffeRs of thus devoutly applying 
themſelves ro God by Prayer. For his Eyes are ever upon 
the righteous, and his Ear open to their Cry, Hetakes piry 
on them,comforts and ſupports them. He'l] lay no more 
upon them than he enabſes them ro bear;and in his good 
Time he ſupplies their Wants, and deliyers them from 
their AﬀiRions, yea, he turns them into Bleſſings, nd 
makes 
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makes all work together ſor their Good, as he has promiſed 
to them rhat /5ve bi1,Rom.$.28. O what a Happinels is ir 
to be acquainted with God,to have'a due Senſe of his Pro- 
| vyidence, ſoas to live ottir and improve ir, Fob 22.1. 

Bur how fad is the Condition of a wicked Man, who 
has no ſuch Knowledge of God, no Love to himnor any | 
Expectarions of Help and Relief from him ? Even In hjs 
greateſt Proſpericy he's a very miſerable Man, whilſt he 
lives withour God in the World : Bur he feeis himſelf to 
be ſo indeed, when he falls into any great Calamity, 2nd 
knows not which way to turn himſelf for Help ard Com- 
fort, For as Wickedneſs ſtill brings Men into Miſery (as 
| I have before ſhewn ) ſo there it leaves them in the moft 
| wretched forlorn Condition, And the 1ll Temper of their 
> - |- Minds, adds Weight and Load to their Calamiries, and 
. grievoully encreaſes rhe Smart of them. The Senſe of 
tneir own Guilt ſomerimes torments their Conſciences 
and fills them with Fear and Horrour : Sometimes they 
rage and fret againſt choſe that helpr on their Sufferings, 
and ſometimes they even blaſpheme God himſelf, and 
murmur againſt his Providence. Whilft the good Man 
with 70b bleſſes God in all his Aﬀfictions, theſe are ready 
to follow the Counſel of his Wife,even ro Curſe God and 
dye. For being full of Angutth and Deſpair, they are 
art their wits end and weary of their very Lives,as we read 
of Cain and 7ud.zs,and ſuch like,both in Scriprure and 0- 
th:r Hiſtory, For my part I do verily think, that vext 
to the Devils and rhoſe in Hell,there are no Creatures in 
the World more miſerable than wicked ungodly People ; 
and whilt we ſee what the common Frutr of Sin is here 
on Earth, we may eaſffy be convinced thar it leads to Hell 
and {»:mnation hereafter. And all this do Men madly and 
wiifully run into by their own evil Doings ; even as a Man 
that rhruſts his Hands taco the Flite, Is like to feel Pain 
ana Snart, By forſabing of God, they ſorſake their own 
Mercaes,and finning againit him,they wiong their own Sou's, 
yea, their Bodjes too, and all their Concerns, Thus you 
ſee that an holy Life is moſt proficable for us even in this 
preſent World, preventing much Evil, and bringing all 
manner of Good along wi:hir. Or if a Man ſhould far 
into ſuch hard times, as to ſutter meerly for Religion and 
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22 The Chiilffan Ponitor. © © 
a good Conſcience, he ſhall then commonly find ſuch” 
wonderful Comfortand Satisfaciion of N49, inat he will 
triumph and rejoyce in the midſt of his Sufferings : As we- 
know the Apoſtles and primitiveChriſtiars did, and that 
eſpecially in Hope of the glorious Rewards laid up for 
good Men in the Heavens. Bur that brings me to the Jaſt- 
Confideration I ſhall mention. | 

Laſily, Namely, That an holy Life through the rich Mer- 
cy of God,will render us perfe#ly and eternally bleſſed in the 
World tocame, whereas a wicked Courſe of Lifeleads to eter- 
nal Miſery and Torment, According as we live 1n this 
World, ſo muft we fare in the next : For this Life is a 
Stare of Trial in order ro Erernity.Eyen at Deatha good 
Man has Ground of much Comfort,. having the Teſtimo= 
By of a good Conſcience, and the Senſe of God's Love,ſo 
that wirh St. Stephen, he may commir his Soul into the 
Hands of the Lord Jeſus, who 1s ready to receive him. 
But how ſad is it wich a wicked Man, when befide all the 
Pairs of the Body, his Mind is tormented with the Re-- 
Membrance of his Sins,and with the Fears of God's Wrath? 
Bur the great Difference will be made ar the Day of Judg. 
ment, when the Sheep ſhall be ſet at Chriſt's right Hand, 
and the Goats on the left ; as you have it deſcribed, Matth. - 
25.31, &c, To thoſe on the rizhr Hand, that is, the 
pious and good, will be progounced that joyful Sencence, 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared 
for you from the Foundation of the World. And then ſha!] * 
aicy enter into that moſt glorious Kingdom, where nej- 
ther Sin nor Sorrow ſhall ever diſturb chgm more 3; where 
ghev ſhall never feel nor fear any manner of Evil or Pain, 
Either of Soul or Body. Bur ſhall be admitted inro the 
immediate Preſence of Ged, where there isall Fulneſs of 
Joy for evermore. They ſhall have ſuch a clear Know- 
ledg of the ever-bleſſed God, and ſuch a lively Senſe of 
his infinite PerfeRion, as will fill chem with Admiration, 
Loveand Praiſe: And they ſhall feel the Love of God and 
their Saviour ſo fully ſhed abroad upon them, as ſhall raiſe 
their Hearrs to the very utmoſt Heights of Joy and 
Thankfulneſs, and their Mouths ſhail be filled with Haile- 
> Þujahs and Songs of Praiſ?, and in this moſt deligheful 
Employment ſhall they join with all che blefled Compa- 
BY 
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The Chiiltian Wonitoz; 23 
ty of Heaven for ever and ever. That's the Perfection of 
all,. thax-the Joys of Heavner @-all never have-an End.lt is 


wil Laioein 


both a moſt exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory that's 
promiſed, 2 Cor. 4. 19,18. For ever ſhall we remain with 
the Lord, 4 Theſ-4. 17. The eternal God will be the Por- 
tion of his People ; and their Joy in him ſhall never be 
lefſencd, or abared through all Erervity. They ſhall be 
always bleſſing and praifing him, always ſatisfied and: ra- 
viſhed with the beholding of his Glories and the Enjoy- 
ment of his Love ; always delighring with the moſt plea- 
ſant and agreetble Socſety of Angels and Saints : And ne- 
ver more {hall dear Friends and Companions be ſeparated 
from each other, when once they are met in Heaven. 
Death hath now no Power over them, They are become 
in ſome meaſure even like ro Chriſt himſelf,and there ſhall 
ſee him as he is in all his Glory, Phil. 3. 21. 1 Joh. 3. 2. 
Bur what ir is thus to be madeNke to Chriſt, ro ſee God 
and enjoy him,we are nor able fully roexpreſfs or conceive 
whilſt we are here in the Bodyzto compare the Glories of 
Heaven ta all the Riches and Honours of Cburts and Pala- 
ces here below, wexe greatly to leſſeriand difparage them. 
So great are thoſe Heavenly Glories and Joys, thar they 
can Dever be clearly known till they are enjoyed: As a 
blind Man can never tell whar Light is, till his Eyes are 
open to diſcern jr, Tr's enough for us that we have full 
Affarance from the Promiſes of the Goſpel, that ſuch a 
Scate of unſpeakable Happineſs there is provided for good 
Men in the Life to come. And as the Lord Jeſus 15 gone 
before to prepare ic for chem, ' ſo now by his holy Spiric 
he prepares them for that bleſſed Place, by working in- 
them that Grace which fits them for Glory, and is the 
very Firſt. Frairs and Beginnings of it in their Souls. True 
Holineſs is the moſt certain Pledge of eternal Happineſs, 
and makes-us meer for it, Eh. 1,13, 14. Col. 1-12. . 
Since then ſuch a Glory there is, ſo infinitely great 
fo ſure and certain, ſhall we nor allbe perſwaded to ſeek 
afcer ir, by walking in thoſe holy Ways that lead thereto? 
Surely we fhall, if we have any Belief of God's Word, 
any Regard to our own Intereſt. Muſt our Souls live 
for ever in another World, and ſhall we not uſe our ut- 
moſt Care and Diligence to make them happy for = 
there 
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 The-Chziſtfan Ponito!. 
there 2 Are they not our wn Souls? And do they not 
th-nd: ſerve our Love and Czre? Jf we be wiſe and good) 
1s it not Jor our ſelves,for our own Happineſs ? Ahd ts rhere 
any other Way to make our ſelv:s happy bur by gaining 
the Love of God and eternal Life ? Do we not ſee thar all 
worldly Comforts are ſhort and uncerrain ? They wiher 
in our Hands, and periſh in che uſing.Our Neighbours and 
Acquaiutance are daily dyinground about us; many of our 
deareſt Friends and Relations are already gone before us, 
and we cur elves are ſwiftly following afrer, We are juſt 
upon the Borders of Eterrity, liable to Thouſand Dil- 
eaſes and Miſchances thar may ſogp ſtop our Breath, and 
then we are gone. Since then, we'cannot make ſure of 
this Life,nor the Enjoymentrs of it : O ler us ſee to make 
ſure of eternal Glory 5 which we may do, by God's Afſtt- 
ſtance, even the pooreſt Man on Earth, if ht will become 
fincerely pious and good. For God is no ReſpeQer of 
Perſons, Chriſt died for poor Men as well as rich ; and 
they that have no Inheritance on Earch, may be Heirs of 
the Heavenly Kingdom, if they be rich in Faith and Love 
to God, 7am. 2, 5, And merhinks they ghar have ſo much 
trouble and ſorrow In this life, ſhould be moved ro ſeek 
afrer Riches and Glory In the life to come. © There rhe 
. pooreſt Lazarus ſhallhave aFhouſand rimes more Pleaſure 
and Joy, than any of the proud Dive's, or rich” Glutrons 
and Epicures haye now in their delicious Fare and gorge- 
ous Apparel. Nay, the very Hopes of this Glory may 
fii-the good Man's Mind, wich fo mpch Joy, that he will 
even forget his Poverty, and not count his affiition wor- 
thy to be compared with» the Happineſs he hopes for 3 
nor would he changeEſtates with the greateſtPrince upon 
Earth, who is a Stranger-ro rheſe Hopes. Thus it was 
with the Holy Apoſtles and their Followers, 2 Cor. 6.10, 
1 Pet, 1.6,7,8. 

Thus have I briefly told you ſomewhat of ths happi- 
neſs of the godly in the World to come : Bur on the 0- 
ther Hand coaſider what will be the Portion of the wick- 
ed, who deſpiſe the Mercies of God, and rhe Offers and 
Promiſes of the Goſpel, theſe will ac laſt fall under his 
heavy Wrath and Vengeance, and there muſt remain for 
eyer in the moſt intolerable Torment of Soul and Roo), 
er 
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Ft our by the moſt dreadful rhings, ſuch 'as Fire and 
Erimſtone, and a never dying Worm that perpetually 
enaws and ſtings their Hearts, They are cait inro our- 
er: Darkneſs, where there is weeping 'and wailing and 
gnaſhing of Teeth, nor the leaſt glimmering of Hope or 
Comfort co all Erernity, Mat. 25.-30.41,45. Mark 9.43, 
ro the End 3 2 Theſſ. 1.5,8,9. Theſc are the Soars thar 
being ſer oÞ the leit Hand, muft hear that doleful Ser- 
rerce,Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting Fire prepar- 
ed for the Devil and hs Angels. An heavy Doom,and yer 
moſt juſt. Fogrhey departed from God and negle&ed his 
Service here on Earth, and therefore now muſt they de- 
part from his Preſence, In which cheir corrupt Minds can 


Hake no Delighr. They preferr'd the Tavern ard the Ale- 
” HRoule before the Houſe of God ; and took more Pleaſure 


In {eafiingand-drinking, in roaring and revellingamongft 
their wicked Companions, thaw 1n worſhipping of God 
jo the Communion of <aints: They loved nor Prayers 
and Praiſes in the Aſſemblies of his People, nor had any 
mind to come to the Lord's Table, though often iny1- 
red thereto 3 and therefore muſt they now be fhur our 
from ſuch holy Company, and from ſuch high and het 
venly Employ ments, for which they are altogether -unfjt, 
They were many of them greatly given to Curſing, and 
Bow it's come upon them.» Thar Carſe of God which they 
in their Rage ofien wiſhed to their Neighbour;is now fal- 
len upon themſelves.:. Nay, did-not many of theſe pro» 
phane Wierches even call for this Curſe upon their own 
Heads, in that helliſh Language of. God damn me? And 
what wonder if cheir Pcticion-be now granted, and they 
ſentenced to that Damratior which rhey rhus called for ? 
By the Dew! chey-were led and guttied, and by his wick- 
ed Inſtrumenis.and rheir own bruiriſh Lufts3 and there- 
fore now they muſt have the Devil and his Angels, and 
damned Sinners like themſclves ro be their Companions 
in Torment, who ate ſo far from pitying or comforting 
each other, that rather they curſe one another now in 
their Miſery, who before tempted one another to Sim, 
O 1ad meeting of the Drunkards, the Whoremongers and 
the Harlots there rogecher in thoſe ſcorching blames : 
Where in yaia they cry out for a Drop of Watcr to = 
A by 
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their Tongue. Ic muſt nor be granted ; their good things 
are all paſt and gone 3 and the Remembrance of all their 
Riot and Lewdneſs ſerves but to encreaſe their Tormenr. 
And now alſo they may remember how God did again 
and again call upon them, and they would not hear 
neither therefore will he now hear their Cries, when 
Pain and Anguifh is come upon them, Prov. I. 24. to 
the End. And though they may cry out againſt cheir 
Compavlons, and accuſe the Devil, and in their Rage 
blaſpheme God himſelf, yet will their Conſciences 
with greateſt Fury upon themſelves who. in ſpite of all 
the Warnings that were given them, did by their own 
wilful and impenirent Continuance in Sin, plunge them- 


ſelves into this Miſery, from whence they muſt never be 


releaſed. O dreadful Words, everlaſting Fire ! Eternal 
Torment ! How does the Thought of this firk and break 
their Hearts, and 5's them with deepeſt Horrour and 
Deſpair ! Wyo can df with everlaſting Burnings ? Who 
can ? And yet the damned Sinner »4ft, though in, the 
molt raging and impatient manner. After they have lain 
thouſands and millions of Years in that place of tormenr, 
yer is there not a Moment leſs to come, there is a whole 
Ecrernity ſtill behind. The Worm never dies, the Flame 
Is never quenched. Nor is God to be accuſed of Severity 
In all this, fince ir was the Sinners own doing, the Fruic 
of their own Choice : For they knew thar Sin would fink 
them into Hell, and yet they would venture upen it, 
And indeed it ſinks them thither as naturally as a Scone 
. falls to the Ground. Evenhere on Earth, the proud and 
' covetous, the malicious and revengeful, rhe profane and 
ſenſual do kindle ſomewhat of Hell in their own Souls 5 
and whilſt chey carry along with them the ſame wicked 
Temper of Mind, it mu till needs make them moft 
wretched and miſerable in another World,as long as ever 
their Souls live, and theſe Vices ftick ro rhem, that is, to 
all Eternity. Ler not him thar carries Fire in his Boſom 
accuſe God's Providence for making the Fire hot, when 
he feels it burn him ; bur let him blame his own Folly 
and Wilfulneſs : And ſo muſt ſelf.condemned Sinaers be 
forced to do. | ; 


And 
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And now-tell me I heſeech you, Is rhere nor all the 
Reaſon in the World that you ſhould ſpeedily repent you 
of your Sins, and caſt them from you with Loathing and 
Detcſtation, and henceforward ſet upon a Courſe of ſeri. 
ous Holineſs,that ſo you may eſcape all this Miſery threat- 
ned to the wicked, and may partake of that Glory which 
&s promiſed to the pious and good. Does not a Thou. 
ſand Pound a Year deſerve the Labour of one Day ? And 
will nor all the Joys of Heaven, that ſhall laſt for -ever 
and ever, abundantly reward our Diligence in God's Ser- 
vice for this ſhort Life-rime? And are not the etcrnal 
Torments of Hell enough to reſtrain Men from a looſe 
and finful Life, though it were never ſo profitable or plea- 
ſant here for a lirtle while ?. Bur you have before heard 


Ir fully proved, that even ar preſent an holy Life is in all 


Reſpe&s moſt for aur Benefit and Comforr. So that with- 


out doubt.a good Mat finds more Sweetneſs and Satisfa&i. 


onin the Way to Heaven, than Sinners do inthe Way to 
Hell. "Our gracious God appoints us an eafie and ho. 
nourable Scrvice, and glyes glorious Rewards : But the 


-Devil is a moſt cruel.-Maſter, and ſets his Slaves to the 
vileft Drudgery, and afterwards pays them very ſad Wa. 


es, Rom. 6. 21, 22, 23 Whether then will you be 
hrift's Freemen, or che Devil's Bondſlaves 2 Whether 


. will you walk inthe good Ways of God, that bring Peace 


-.and.Comforr here on Earth,and eternal Glory in Heaven; 


' . or in the crooked Paths of Sin, which now bring Sorrow, 


and Shame, and Pain,and hereafter will plunge you into 
eternal Miſery and Torment in Hell ? Thus are Life and 
Death, Happineſs and Miſery ſer before you; whar Cholce 
then will you make ? One would think there was no 
r Difficulty in this Caſe, ro a Man that has rhe Uſe of 
1s Reaſon, if he will at allmake uſe of it in the Afﬀalrs 
of his Soul. A little thinking ſerves turn te. convince 
Men that there is no reaſon why they ſhould chuſe Lover» 
ty and Reproach, Pain and Imprifonment ( if chey can 
honeſtly avoid them ) rather than Riches and Honour 
Eaſe and Liberty. Burt I am ſure there is a Thouſand 
times leſs reaſon for a Man to diſobey God, and damn his 
Soul for ever, rather than to pleaſe and ſerve him, and 
Þ make ſure of crernal ſalyation, Wherefore let — 
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beſecc'1 you to take the Marter imo Confideraczon, and 
think ſeriouſly whats moſt reaſonable and mofi for your 
own Intereſt. and chen chuſe accordingly. And I pray 
God direct your Hearts to make'ſo wiſe a Choice thar you 
may never have Caule to repent of it,elther in this World 
or that ro come, Amen. | 


—" ” - 


CHAP. H: 


A brief Deſcription of a® Holy Life, with ſome 
ſhort Direftions in order thereto. 


F you now demand of me wherein coniſts this Holineſs 

of Life, to which I have ber n thus long and earneſtly 
exhorring you, that I hope you may in ſome meaſure un- 
derſtand by refl:.ing on whar I ſald at the Beginning, and 
by attending to what -I have jntimcted all along in my 
Diſcourlſe.Yer for your Aſſiſtance, I ſhall ſome what more 
plainly repreſent it ro you, though but very briefly ; asno 
other can be expected In this litte Paper, 

In the general then (as I have befor: expreſs'd it) I am 
only perſwading you to live as beconies true Chriſtians, 
according to your Eaptifrxal Vowginthe keeping of which 
conſiſts your Chrifanity, Now by your Baptiſm you are 
engaged to believe in, and obey, God the Farther, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. You ruſt (incerely and 
heartily own God the Father as your Maker and Preſcr« 
ver, the Son of God as your Redeemer, and the Holy 
Ghoſt as your SanRifier, Guide and Comfor:ier. And 
accordingly muſt you behave your (elf both 1n Heart and 
Life : And therefore you muſt renounce -the Levil, the 
World and the #leſh, which would draw you off from 
God, and muſi ſtedfaſtly belicve the Articles of your 
Chriſtian Faith, and carefully keep God's holy Will and 
Commandment: all the D411 s-of your Life. Your Faith is 
required jn order to Obedience:For if you do not believe 
Chriſt's Goſpel, you are Þ0i like ro obey ir. In theſe 
I0 tiiogs then conſiſts the Religion of a — ; 0 
| wnIC 
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which he is engaged by his Baptiſm,viz.in believing whar 
Jeſus Chriſt hath revealed,and 1n doing what he hath com- 
manded. In ſhorthe is a goodChriftian who does firm- 
ly believe his Creed, and careſully keep the Command- 
ments, 

The DoRrins which we are to believe, are Indeed 
more largely and fully delivered in the holy Scriptures, 
which were written by Men inſpired by the holy Ghoſt, 
and accordingly ought to be received as the Word of 
God, and to be diljgently read, and ſtedfaſtly believed, 
Bur rhe chief Articles of the Chriſtian Faith are bricfly 
fmm'd up in that which we call che Apoſtles Creed, 1 
believe in God the Father,&:c. This | hope you are well 
acquainred with, it being ſo ſhort and plain, and daily 
repeated in the Church Service 3 and ther "ore I (fall 
notfettt down ar large.. And chis alto I hope you do be- 
ſteve to be moſt trve. You would take itill, if I ſhould 
queſtion your Beitef of the Creed, withour which you 
are not-to be reckoned as Chiifitans. But 1c me adviſe 
you to conſider feriouſly and frequently of theſe greax 
Truths contained jn the Creed, that you may. more cleare 
ly underſtand them, and be more affeted with them. 
And pray fee that your belicf of them be very ficm 


and deep rooted in your Soul, that fo the Fruit of your 


Faich may appear in the Holineſs of your Life. With- 


. Out this, the bare knowing of the Creed, and repeating it 


never ſo often will ſtand bs ivno ſtead. For, as I rold 
you, Obedience is the End.of Fafth. And all the Arti- 


cies of our Eclief do moſt plainly tend ro make us holy - 


and good, if we will bat carefully attend to them, and 
conſider well of them. To thew icin a few Words, If 
we believe.that God the Father Almighty made 1s and the 
World, then are we bourd to love and honour him, to 
worſhip and obey bim, as our Maker, and Preſerver, whe 
is Almighty in Power, infinite jn Wiſdom, Gopdneſs, 
andrall manner of Perfe&ions. If we believe that 7eſies 
CEriSt is the Son of Gnd, and the Redeemer of Mankind, who 
died for 15, and roſe again, and aſcended. to Heaven, and 
will thence rome to Jules the quick and the dead, and will 
grant to.all penitedit and obedlent Believers, the Forgive» 


neſs of their Sins, apd a” Life, but will _—_ 
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The wicked to everlaſting Miſery : Our Belief of this muff 
lead us ro true Repentance and Amendment of Life, and 
to an humble Dependance on the Mercics of God, and 
the Merits of Chriſt, for Pardon and Salvation. And if 
we believe, That it is the Office of the Holy Ghaft to ſanfFifie 
5, and all the ele People of God: ; then ought we to pray 
ro God for his holy Spirir, and we muſt comply with his 


good Motions, and ſubmir ro his working upon our Souls, 


that he may ſanfifie us and make us holy,that ſo we may 
be living Members of Chriſt's Holy Catholich Church. And: 
In this Church we are bound to continue, that fo in the 
Communion of Saints, we may enjoy the Benefit of the 
Word, Sacraments and Prayer, by which means the Holy 


Ghoſt works Grace in us, and encreaſes the ſame, till ic 


be perſeRed In cternal Glory, ro which good Men ſhall 


be advanced both in NT On ac the ReſurreGtion, 


a*their Souls made Entrance-vpon Ir preſently afcer their 
Death; ” 

Thus yon ſec How a right BeHef leads a Man to Holinefs 
ef Life. And therefore in holy Scripture do we find fo 


mueh Men:jon made of Faith, or of believing in God- 


and in Chriſt. This in many places Is highly extolled, 
and moſi ſtrictly required of us, as the very Sum of our 
Duty ; inſomuch thar we are ofcen ſaid co be juſtified or 

rdoned on accouat of our Faith, and to: be ſaved by 


Faith; and all this chiefly, as I ſuppoſe, becauſe true Faith Þ 


rFoduces Ohedience, and makes a Man become an hum- 

e and (incere Diſciple of Telus Chriſt, and: ſo makes us 
fi: fer t}.e Mercics of God in-and through our bleſſed Sa- 
vjour. But when Fairh does not bring forth the Fruit of 
Holineſs, and: good Works, it's of no Value with God,. 
no- will ſtand us in any ftead, as you may fee at large in 
the fecond Chapter of Sr. Fames, toname no other places. 
W :crefore you know we are cngag'd by our Baptiſm,nor 
only ro beljeve all rhe Articles cf the Chriſtian Faith, but: 
z fo to keep God's Commandmients, which Fam:ro ſpeak 
of nexr. 

Now theſe Commandments are: alſo plainly contained 
ia the holy Sctiptures : and therefore there js {till more 
zeaon why you fhould diligently read and ſtudy the ſame, 
that you may know the Will of God and do it.. _ 
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that is to be done by us, I reckon is contained in the Ten - 
Commandments, as they are explained to us, and urged 
spon us, both by the Prophets in the Old Teſtamene, 
and by our Saviour and his Apoſtles in the New : Eſpe - 
Cially in our Saviours Sermon in the Mount,io the Fitch, 
S1xch and Seventh Chapters of Sr. Matthew. And there . 
fore often read over theſe Three Chaprers. There you 
will find what manner of Perſons the Diſciples of Jeſus 
ought tobe, even like their Maſter, of an humble lowly 
Spirir, meek and gentle, pure and peaceable, merciful, 
partent, and the like. Such as theſe he pronounces bleſſed 
M the Beginning ofthat heavenly Sermon,and theie alone 
are they whom he will make moſt bleſſed with himſelf for 
ever, Burt if you will have the Sum of your Duty to God 
and your Neighbour, as required by the Ten Command- 
ments, briefly repreſented, take it In the yery Words of 
re Church Catechiſm. 

My Duty towards God is to believe in him ; to ſear him :to 
love bim with all my Heart, with all my Mind, with all my 
Seul,and with all my Strength ; to wo:ſhip him; to give him 
Thanks ; to put my whole Truft in him; to call upon him ; ts 
honour his holy Name and his Word, and to ſerve him tru- 
hy all the Days of my Life, 

My Duty towards my Neighbour, is to love him as my ſelf, 
and to do to all Men as I would they ſhould do ts me. To love, 
honour, and ſucceur my Father and Mother. To honour and 0» 
bey the Kinggand all that are putin Authority under him, To 
ſabmit my ſelf to all my Governours, Teachers, Spiritual Pas 
flors and Maſters. To order my ſelf lowly and reverently to 
all my Betters. To hurt no body by Word or Leed. To be true 
and juft in all my Dealings. To bear no Malice nor Haired 
in my Heart, To keep my Hands from piching and ſtealing, 
my Tongue from evil-ſpeaking, lying and flandering. To keep 
zny Body in Temperance,Soberneſs and Chaſtity. . Not to covet 
and deſire other Mens Goods ; bit to learn and labour truly to 
get my own Living, and to do my Duty in that - State of Life 
into which it ſhall pleaſe God to call me, 

Here you have your Daty in a little room, which you . 
may caſily keep in Memory 3 but eſpeciailv beg of God to 
write his Laws in your Heart, that you. may freely and 
ehcarfully obey themin ”_ Life a6d Conve: la5i00, as 
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for your further Aſſiſtance, 1 ſhall a liccle enlarge upon the 
chief of rcheſe Duties, eſpecially the Love of God and your 
Neighbour, and ſo conclude with ſome ſhort and general - 
Dire&ions for the guiding of your Sreps more readily and 
conſtantly in the Ways of Holineſs all the Days of your 
Life. | 
To love God with al our Heart and Soul, 1s the firſt 
and great Commandment; as our Saviour himſelf reach- 
eth us, Mat. 22.37,38 This makes us more eafily to 
obey all the reſt of his Commands, For 1f we truly love 
God, we ſhall be very fearful ro offend him, and very 
careful to pleaſe him in all our Ways. And then do we 
truly love God with all cur Heart, when we love him 
more than all other things in the World,more than Rich- 
es, Pleaſures, Honour, Friends,or any other Enjo\ ments, 
yea,more than our very Lives ; ſo thar we will part with 
all, rarher than loſe the Favour of God, in which we 
account our Happineſs chiefly to confift, This I take to 
be the very Eſſence of Religion, and *tis that wichour 
which our Saviour rells us, we cannor be his Diſciples, 
- Mat.” 10.37,38. Bur when once we are got to this blef- 
fed Temper, we ſhall find ir no very hard Matter to de- 
ny our felyes, and take up our Croſs, and follow our 
Lerd aad Matter both in well-doing and in patient Suffer. 


mg. 

rherafare fer us earneſtly beg of God by his holy Spi- 
rit to work this Love in our Hearts. And to our Prayers 
tet us add our own diligent Endeavours 3 and eſpecially 
ter us be mach in chinking of all the Goodneſs and loving 
Kindneſs of Ged, manifeſted to us and to all the World. 
Let us confider what he has done for us already, both 
for Soul and Body, and what he has promiſed to do in 
the Life ro come. And never let our Hearts be at reft, 
till rhey are entirely fixed upon the ever bleſſed God as 
our chicfeft Good, and only farisfying Portion. And ler 
us earneſtly ſeek his Favour through our Lord Jeſus, the 
Mediator, who came into the World on purpoſe to bring 
ms Into a Fare of friendſhip wich God, that we might love 
him, and be loved ofhim, and live with him for ever in 
Love and Joy. But always remember that Obedience to 
God, b the only ſure Eyidence of true faying Loye, = 
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that loves God, will hare and abhor Stn and Wickedneſs, 
Let the Son prerend what Leve and Honour he will ro his 


- Fatherzhe does nor truly love him, except he ufe all due 


care to pleaſe him. | 

And if you do thus ſincerely love Gad as your Father, 
then may you always comfortably truſt in him, and de- 
pend upon him, which is another great Duty, and brings 
grear Peace and Quier to our Minds, 1/a-26.3,4. Whilſt 
you live in Obedience to God's Commands, you have a 
fure Intereſt in his Promiſes, {nd may ſafely rely uponhis 
good Providence for the Performance of them, Where- 
fore whatever vour wants.your Dangers,or Sufferingsare, 
do n2t diſtruſt the Providence of God, but walt patient- 
ly, and do your own Duty, ard be aſſured, God 1n his 
good tjime,will ſuccour and relieve 3ouzhe will diret,cont- 
fort and ſtrengthen you, Let all the Experzence you 
have hitherto had of his Loving Kindneſs, <ngage you ro 
truft in him as long as you live, And rake great care that 
you never murmur nor repine againſt God under any Af- 
flition whatever ; when you meer with the heavieſt 
Crofles znd Diſappointmenrs, or loſe your deareſt Rela- 
tions and Friends, ſay with holy 70b, The Lord gives,and 
the Lord takes away, bleſſed be the Name of the Lord, Be- 
ſeech God to teach you thar excellent Leſſon of Content- 
ment inall Eſtates, Phz/, 4.11,12,13, Though you may 
be low and poor in the World, yer confider, you have 
always cauſe to be thankful, bur never any reaſon to come 
plain. God knows whar Condition is beſt for us, and ler 
us leave it ro him to chuſe whar we ſhall have. We thar 
deſcrve nothing but Wrath an4 Miſery, ought to acknow- 
ledg the great Goodneſs of God, that we are on this ſide 
Hell. 7t is of the Lord's Mercies, that we are not utterly 
conſumed, and that we do enjoy any Meaſure of Comfort, 
Think how poor the Lord Jeſus was for our Sakes, wha 
had not where ro lzy his Head, and was miniftred-to by 
the Subſtance of others ; and In the ſame mean Condirt- 
on did the holy Apo{iles live, Your low Condition 
frees youfrom a grear many Snares and Temprations, and. 
from a great many Cares and Sorrows that rich People 
meet with. If you but truly love God, and have a Trea- 
ſure in Heayep, you are very rich, though you haye _ 
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ther Gold nor Silver, Fear nor, bur God will give you .. 
and yours. Food and Raimenc, and having-that, ler us be 

. content and thankful, Yea, ler us pur the very worſt, 
thar we ſhould ſtarve to Death for wanr of Bread ( which 
norone of a Thouſand'does in Times of Peace and Plen- 
ty ) yer if our Souls be fit for Heaven, and carried thi- 
ther, we ſhall haveno Cauſe to complain of the manner 
of our Death; I have been a little the larger upon this... * 
for the ſake of poor People, who are apt to be diſcon- 
tent, and to murmur at their Condition 3 though alas, 
they commonly bring themſelves into ir, or make 1t much 
worſe by their own careleſs and looſe Lives,as was before« 
mentioned, 

And yet before Iproceed to the Duty you owe to your 
Neighbour , let me ina few Words dire& you, as to the 
Worſhip of God in Prayers and Praiſes. This is a Duty 
moſt frequently enjoyn'd in Scripture, and praiſed by 
all good Men, and the very Light of Nature may dire& 
us to ir. We have daily need of God's Mercy,and do daily 
taſte of ir, and therefore we are taught to pray con:inually, 
and in every thing to give Thanks: To God alone muit 
we offer up our Prayers and Praiſes in the Name of Jeſus: 
Chrift, as he himſelf teacheth us, Mat. 4. 10. Job 16, 
23. We muſt not pray to Angels or Saints, nor make uſe 
of them as our Mediators, for rhis is the p<cu'tar Office 
of Chriſt, who died for us, and is now interceding ar 
the right Hand of God, 1 Tim. 2.g, Heb, 7. 25, Wheres« 
fore we mean, ſinful Creatures, muſt always come to 
God in the Name of Chriſt, ani for his (ake alone, hope 
for the Favour of God, the Pardon ef our Sins, the Ace 
ceptance of our Perſons and Services, and the Salvation 
of our Souls. : 

And our Saviour teacheth us to worſhip God in a pure 
and ſpiritual Manner, with curHearts and Souls ; becanſe 
he bs a Spirir, and ſearches the Hearts of Men, 7ob.4.24. 
Wherefore by no means may we make any Image or Pt-- 
ure of God, nor may we give religious Worthip to an 
Image, which is dire&ly contrary to the ſecond Command- 
menr. Neither may we frame in car Minds any bodily 
Shape or Likeneſs of God' when we pray to him, but muſt 
conceiye of him as a moſt pure and glorious Spirir, moſt 
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powerful, and wiſe,and good, who fills the whole World | 
. with his Preſence, and-1s always near to us, though nor 
tobe (cen with bodily Eyes; and hears our Prayers, and - 
knows our Wants, and 1s both able and willing to help 
US. Pans 
Our Saviour hath commanded us -to pray in private, 
' when we are alone, Mat. 6.6, And there he taught his 
Diſciples how to pray, and hath giveh us that moſt exce}. 
lent Form, which we call the Lord's Prayer, Our Father 
which art in Heaven, &c. which by the way, may affure 
us, that Forms of Prayer are very lawful, and the Lord's 
Prayer may both ſervefor a Pattern to direCtus in all our 
Prayers, and allo is ic ſelf moſt fir to be uſed and joyn- 
ed'to our other Prayers. Bur it 1s notproper to uſe the 
Beljef and the Ten- Commandments for Prayers, as the 
Manner is of poor ignorant People ; though we ought of- 
ten to think of them, or rehearſe them, for the quickning: 
of our Faith, and the guiding of our Lives. 

Uponall Occafions, in all our Troubles and Diftreſſes, 
Jet us be much in Prayer to God, and ſtill ſeek to him, 
for Mercy and Comfort, who Is always nigh to them that 
call upon him in Truth and Sincerity. Would the poor 
Man ſeek as earneſtly to God for Relief,as he does to his 
rich Neighbour,he would find it the ſureft Courſe to have 
his Wants ſupplied. And ler us alſo frequently be lift- 
ing up our Hearts to God in Thankſgiving and Praiſe, for 
all his Mercies and Favours which he beſtows upon us. 
Thus may even the pooreſt Man have his Mind often em- 
ploy'd when he is at work inthe Shop, or in the Field, 
or when he is walking in the way, or ſailing on the Seas, 
which would not hinder, bur further his Labours, and 
make them more eafie and pleaſant. Bur be ſure to ſer 
ſome Time aparr every day for folemn Prayer. 

Very fitir is to begin the Day with Prayer to God, as 
ſoon as we riſe out of Bed ; bleſling his Name for our Pre. 
ſervation and quiet Reſt, begging his gracious Preſence 
with us all the Day, that we may be kepr from all Evil, 
eſpecially from Sin, the worſt of all. Andat the Even- 
Ing let this be our laſt Work before we lie down to ſleep, 
humbly ro commit qur ſelves to God by Prayers, P/:92.142, 
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Exceeding uſeful is it for thoſe who have Families, to 
joyn rogerher Morning and Evening in Prayer to God, 


purpoſe rhere are many good Books of Deyotion : And 
though they have none of them, yer they may uſe ſuch of 
the Prayers of the © hurch as ate proper for their purpoſe, 
which are to be found in che Morning and Evening Scr- 
vice, and in orher places. 

Bt fore you fir down ro Meat, beg God's Bleſling 'upon 
it,and afrer»ards return Thanks for it. | 

Bur befidcs our Devotions in the Family or Cloſer,our 
great Duty is co wo: ſhip God in the publick Aſſembvlics 
of his People, which by no means we ought to foriake, 
Heb. 19.25, Sufter not your ſelves therefore by any Pre- 
rences whatever to be drawn away, either by Papitts or 


by Law eftabliſhed in the Church of England, Eur fee 
that you duly reſort to your Pariſh Churches, 2nd that 
Rot only on Koly-dayvs, but cn the Week-days,when you 
have Opportunity and Leifure, More efpecially.ſec that 
you conitantly frequent the Churci on the Lord's Day, if 
Kot hindred by Sickneſs, or ſore other very grezr and 
urgent Cauſe. Ler nor that Excuſe keep you from Church, 
which would not keep you from the Marker. Bring as 
many of your Family along with you as can poſltbly be 
tpared. Come ro the very Beginning of the Service, and 
fiay quieriy to the End of ir. not running away ' before 
tie Bleſfing,as many careleſs People rudely do, as if rhey 
were glad to ger away, as from a Priſon. Behave your 
ſelves with ail due Reverence, both of Body and Mind, 
coafidering the Majeiiy of that God, in jy'avle Prefence 
you ſtand, before whom the very Angels veil their Fa- 
ces. Always kneel ar your Prayers, if there be Convenl- 
ence, or ſtand ar.leaſt, Pſal. 98.6, Above all, look well 
to the Tempcr of your Soul, and keep up an awfui Senſe 
of the great-God ro whom you are praying, and mind 
well wharis ſaid, as you go along with the Prayers, and 
Offer up your Defires to God 3 otherwiſe, though you 
may ſpeak much, you do nor pray at all. Avoid all vain 
and wandring Thoughts, as much as poſhble. When you 
joka in che Confeſſion of Sins, think of your own PERS. 
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and in rea4ing ſome part of his holy Werd. ; for which, 


Secaries, from th: publick Worſhip of God, as it is now + 
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The Chiſſfſan Bonito, 39 
far Faulcs, and be deeply humbled for them : And be un> 
feignedly thankful for all God's Mercies, whilſt you are: - 
praiſing his Name 3 and earneſtly Jong after thar Grace - 
you pray for. Attend with Care and Reverence to God's 
Word, - when Ir's read from the Desk, and alſo to the 
preaching and explaining it from the Pulpit, thar you 
may be borh diligent Hearers, and faithful Doers of the- 
Word. Neglect nor the Chutfth in the Afternoon, tho? 
you ſhould live where there is no | 
may be as uſeful ro you, and this oughtto be in all Places, 
And befides that,you wil hear the Holy Scriptures read, 
and have the Benefit of the publick Prayers. 

When you come from Church, ſpend not the Remain» 
der of che Day in Sperts ang Idleneſs,much lefs in Drink. 
ing and Gaming, as toomany do: but if you have a Fa- 


wily, ler ſome Time be ſpent with them, in praying, in 


reading God's Word, and ſome Bookzand let Chil- - 
dren and Seryants be afraid ck echiſm. Ex- 
2fnine them about what they have heard, {that ſoit may 
make them more attentive 3 and do you miedirate on the 
fame, that it may fink 1nto your Heart, Works of Mer. 
cy and Neceſſity may bedone on the Lord's Day ; bur by 
no Means allow your ſelves in any needleſs Labour, nor in 
travelling upon the Road,or wandring about ro make idle 
Viſits. God allows us fix Days inthe Week for our ox 
Employments,let us devote the Lord's Day to hls Service, 
readily and chearfully. | . | 
When the Sacrament of Baptiſm Is adminiſtred,do you 
attend ro ir, Remember your own Engagement by ha- 
ving reccived ir in yourInfancy, and reſolve co live at | 
ſwerably thereto, Join In Prayer for God's blefling on 
the Children then recelved into the Church. And when 
you bring your own Children to be baptized, ſee that 
you do moſt ſincerely give them up to God, and devote 
them to his Service, with firm Reſolutions to bring 
them up in his Fear, if God ſpare your Lives andtheirs, 
and earneftly pray for his Grace to be given in to their 
Souls, And thoſe ro whom you ſtand as Surctics, you 
ought to de your utmoſt toward rheitigood Kducarion in 
the Knowledg of God and Religion, according to the 
Charge given you, Hy if the Parents dic, or prove 
ncepule 


28 
Degligem. And pray beware of a very wicked PraRice 
which is common in ſome Places, that after a Child is 
baptized, the Neighbours that arc invited, . "qe thereſt. 

rt 


of the Day in Riot and Drunkennefs, forgetting, that even. 
now they renounced the Lufts of the Fleſh ; thoſe who 


ſtood at the Font, and all the refi, are under the ſame 


Obligation. | 
Whenever you are invited by your Miniſter to the ho. 
Iy Communion, do not willingly negle& the invitacion; 
bur come with a thankful Heart, to keep up the remem- 
brance of Chriſt's Love in dying for ſinners, according to 
his expreſs Command, Lube 22.19. Take care to prepare 
your ſelves, by true Repenrance for all your former fins, 
and ſtedfaſt purpoſes by God's Grace, throughly to for- 
fake the ſame. Sce that you be in perfe& Charity with all 
Men, freely forgiving thoſe who have offended you, and 
offcring ſarisfattion ro thoſe whom you have offended. 
If after this they will-not. be gccenciled, that's nor yaur. 
fault, but theirs; and therefore may not keep you fron” 
the Sacrament. Stray not away out of a Preterice, that 
you want time to prepare your ſelf. For a conſtant holy 
Life, is the beſt Preparation. If you are fic. for Prayers, 
you aze fit for the Communion. Do not think thar the. 
Communion js only for Rich People. The Souls of. tlie 
Poor are as precious asthe Rich ; and as much concerned. 
In Chriſt's Death ;- and they have as much cauſe to re«. 
member ir, and ſeek after the benefits of ir. If you have 
not Mory to: Offer at the Colle&ion, ſee that you Offer up 
Your ſelves to God, and that will, be of more Value, 
Complain not thar you want Clothes, and therefore you 
Abſent, boch from the Church and Communion ; hurt ſee 
that you come in the Wedding Garmenr required in the 
Goſpel, with humble, penicenc, thapkful Hearts 3 and 
then you will be welcome Gueftsat Chriſt's Table. For 
your dircQjon, if you have no Books @n this SubjeR, yer 
Read ſcriouſly rhe Office for the Communion in the Com- 
mon Prayer, and you may find very great Afliftance from 
it. Irs very fir alſo to Conſult with your Miniſter, eſpe. 
Eially the ff time you receive. Afſure your ſelves, 1t's 
a yery heinous fin, to live one year after another, ia the 
pegleR of this welghry Dury, and argues a yery great Con- 
| empr 
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_ The Chiilkian Montto?. 39 
tempr of our Saviour's Authority, and of his Infinite Loye 
and Kindneſs. - 

Before I leave ſpeaking of your Duty to God, let me 
beſeech you carefully ro Abſtain from that common hai« 
nous ſin of Swearing. A moſt ſenſleſs piece of wickedneſs, 
that brings neither pleaſure nor profic along with ic. When 
you are call'd before the Magiſtrate in weighty Caſes, you 
may lawfully ſwear, Heb. 6. 16, but take great Care ta- 
Swear the Truth, and nothing but the Truth ; for-othere 
wiſe, you call the True God to Witneſs a Lye, and do 
eyen call for his Vengeance upon your ſelves. In your 
ordinary Communication, avoid all manner of Swearing, 
either by the Sacred Name of God, or by any Creature, 
Maith. 5.34. 7am 5.12, Uſe not ſuch Expreſſions, 7s yos 


- hope to be ſav'd, As you hope ſor mercy ; with others the like, - - 


which are great Oaths, though frequently uſed upon eves 
ry ſlight occaſion, Do not ſo much as ra{hly and carelcſly 
mention the Holy Name of God or Chrift ; but let your 
inward Reverence be manifeſted in your ourward Exe 
preſſions. : . 
And to this I may ficly joyn an earneſt Caution aca'nft 

the fin of Curſing, in which the Name of God Is ofcca 
diſhonoured 3 when Men wiſh that God's Curſe may light 
upon others, ſometimes on their very Children and near- 
eſt Relations, ſomerimes on their Neighbours, and ſome» 
times on thc:ir Cattel, Some prophane Wretches wiſh 
Damnation to thoſe they Quarrel with, yea, even to them» 
ſelves. And how common is it to hear Men in their 
Wrath, wiſh the Pox, or Plague, or Hanging to their 
Neighbour, or bidding the Devil take them. [ndeed they 
themſelves ſeem to be poſſels'd by bim, whilſt chey Venr 
this Language of Heil; and do rake the ready way to bring 
all manner of Curſes, both on their own Soul and Body, 
Plal.1o9.17,18. This wieked Cuſtom proceeds borh from 
the want of the True Fear of God in Men's Hearts, and 
alſo from want of Kindneſs and Charity to one another z 
of which I am next to ſpeak a few words. 

Next to the love of God above all, the loving of eur 
Neighbours as our ſelves, is rhe great Duty of a Chriſtian, 
#5 our Saviour teaches in that ſame place, Mat. 22.39,40. 
And Love is ſaid to be the falfiling of the Law, Rom. 13. 8, 

h £ E a 9,10. Noe 
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9,10, Nothing more becomes a Diſciple of Jeſus:Chrift, 
. than to live in Love and Charity with all Men, doing all 
- the good we can to others, but doing no manner of Evil 
ro any.Read 1 Cor, 13. This is moſt frequently and firi&- 
ly commanded in rhe Goſpel, and made the very Badge 
and Character of a Chriſtian, Fob. 13.34,35. This-makes 
. us moſt hhke to our blefſled Lord and Maſter, who went 
about contiru4lly doing good, 'both ro the Souls and Bodies 
of Men,e7cn to the very worſt of Men; and ro his moſt 
bkter Enemies, did he ſhew great Chariry arid Kindneſs. 
And herein ler us fludy to be like him to the urmoſt of 
_ ©ur POWCrr, 


Tf we have true Love for all Men, we ſhall then eaſily 


- and readily perform all thoſe Duties which we owe .to 
- them inthe ſeveral Places and Relations wherein we ſtand 5 
of which I muſt not here go about to give a particular ac- 
Count. Burt in genera}, Husbands and Wives ought moſt 
entirely to love cach other, and ftvdy to render one att» 
others Lives happy here,and their Souls hereafter. For 
If they live jo Diſcord and Wrath; they have an Hell up- 
on Earth whilſt they live, and have reafon to expeR the 
Erer1 a' Torments of Hell when they die. Parents oughr 
ro Love their Children and take due Care of them, both 
as ro Soul and Body ; and Children ought ro Honour and 
Obey their Parents, and Relieve them, if they ftand m 
Need. Maſters muſt be gentle and kind rowards their Ser- 
'yanrs 3 'and Scrvants muſt be faithful and Obedient to 
. their Maſters, even to the Froward and Seyere. Subjeas 
muft yield-Obedlence to all che lawtul Commands of rheir 
. Rulers,and patiently ſubmir to what Puniſhments they in- 
_fli&t 3 and upon no pretence whatever may they Rebel 
againſt them z for 3x 15 moſt exprefly forbidden In Scrip- 
. ture, and Damnation threatned to thoſe that are Guilty, 
Rom. 13, 1,3- And commonly Treaſon and Rebellion, 
bring nothing but Ruine and Miſery In this World,as weil 
as the next. The People ought. to efteem and love their 
Miriſters, to follow their Godly Admonicions and Ex- 
amples, and afford them due Maintenance, 
In brief, we muft carefully abſtain from dolsg any In- 
jury to any Man, of what Rank or Condition ſoever, c1- 
ther in his Soul or Body, his Eſtate or good Name 3 we 
a mM 
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_ 
muſt be ever ready todo all mannerſof Good:to all Men - 


according to Our Ability and Opportunity,” And hereby 


we are to ſhew, thar we Love @ur Neighbours as our 
ſelves, by. dealing with all Men fo truly and juſtly, ſo mer- 


cifully and kindly, as we defire to be dealt with our ſelves. - 


This is the great Rule of the Goſpel, Maz. 75. 12. And by 
this Rule ought we to Govern our ſelves in all our Carrt- 


age rowards others, both In Buying and Selling, and in” 


our whole Converſation. This Is a very plain and cafie 
Rule ro walk by, and is moſt juſt and equa], and very 
large and comprehenfive 3 ſo that if a Man will honeftly 
and faithſully arrend to It, he need not go far to ſeek for 
Dir<Aion how td behave himſelf in moſt Caſes that may 


happen berwixt him and his Neighbour. Wou!d I be te- - 


viied and fſlandered, cheated and cozened, beaten and - 


hvrr, or any other way abus'd ? If nor, then ler me nor - 
ufe another at this rare. Would I be defi d* 227 dee” 


rided for my Faults, or for my Poyerty and Misfortu:ic ? 
Would I not rather in Reaſon defire to be kindly jr- 
ſtructed, aſſiſted and relieved ? Thus then, let me deal 
with my Neighbour, and according to my power, with 
meekneſs and true kindneſs, Inftru&t the Ignorant, R<- 
claim the Vicious and Erroneous, Comfort. the Sad, Re- 
lieve the Oppreſſed, Feed the Hungry, and Cloath the 
Naked. Even thoſe that are of a mean Condition, muſt 


; . 


be ready to help ſuch as are in greater Want than them- 


ſelves. The Man that lives by his Labour, is nor who!ly 
excuſed from Works of Charity, Eph,q.28. The Widow's 
Mite is very Acceptable ro God; and a Cup of Cold 


Water ſhall nor loſe irs Reward. A: willing Charitable ' 


Mind ir is that God chiefly looks ar, and calls for, and 


this the pooreſt may have, if Ir be nor their own Fault. 


And our Charity and Kindneſs Is not only to be ſhewn 


to our Friends, bur to our very Enemies themſelves. 
We may not render Evil for Evil, but muft ſtudy to over- 
come Evil by doivg of Good. If another firike vs, we 
may nor ſtrike again; if he Rail upon us, and Revile us, 
we muſt not terurn the ſame ill Language 3 bur either by 
filence, or by gentle and ſoft Anſwers endeavour to Ap- 
peaſe his Wrath. For the Rule is nor, to deal with others 
as they deal with me, but as I in Reaſon defire to be 
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dea'rt with ; and another Man's Fault will not excuſe mine. 
Jf he do me an Injury, I muſt not be Judge in my own 
Caufe, nor take upon me to Revenge it, bur in weighry 
Caſes may fly to the Magiſtrate for ReJlef. But upon no- 
Account whatever may we bear aty grudge or hatred in 
our Hearts againſt any Man, though never ſo wicked, 
nor never ſo much our Enemy ; but we muſt pity him 
and pray for him, that God would give kim a better 
mind, If ever we hope to find Mercy with God, and 
have our Treſpaſſes forgiven, we muſt forgive thoſe that 
Offend us, as we learn from the Lord's Prayer, and ma- 
ny moſt plain places of Scripture. See Matth. 5.44, Wc. 
Matth,18.21. to the end, Rom. 12. 14. to the end. We 
ruſt fhew meekneſs and gentleneſs to all Men, and never .. 
willingly fay or do any thing to provoke another to An- 
gcr 5 nor ſhould we be cafily provoked, but very eaſily 
a; P-aſed and reconciled. Ir's very ſad to confider, whar 
w;e:ched and miſerable Lives many of the poorer ſort 
Jead, by their continual Braw!ing and Scolding, Quar. 
r<l115g and Conterding one with anorter ; and fomerimes 
when they have ſcarce Mony to buy Bread, they'le throw 
It away in vexatious Law-Suirs, merely our of Spite and 
Revenge. 

And the People of this Rank, ought eſpecially to be. 
ware of envying thoſe that are in better Condition than 
themſelves, We ought to have thar true Kindneſs and 
good WIll for all Men, that we ſhould be glad of their 
Proſperity, though we our ſelves be in AﬀiQtion: As on 
rhe other hand, we ought to have great Compaſſion far 
thoſe in Miſery, though we be in Proſperity. 

And ler ſuch that are in Want, take heed that their 
Neceffities put them upon no unlawful Courſe for their 
Relief. Particularly, beware of ftealing any thing, though 
of a ſmall Value, By degrees it's to be feared, you will 
£0 on to greater matters, and ſo may bring your ſelves 
ro Shame and Puniſhment in rhis World as well as that 
ro come. The beſt way to avoid this, is to be very di- 
ligent in your lawful Calling, as the Apoſtle diretts in 
that place before-named, Zph.q.28. If you are not able to 
Work, it's lawful to Beg. But by no means betake your 
ſelves to this lazy, unprofitable Life of Beggivg, if-y0u 
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The Chiiltfat Bonitoz: 43 
are able to ſubfiſt by any other Lawful Courſe. He that 
will not work when he can, deſerves not to Ear. Bur 
rather than either Steal or Scarve, you may ſeck for Re- 
lief from your Nelghbour's Charity. Bur do not go 
abour to deceive him, by borrowing whar you know you 
are never like to pay 3 for this is downright Chearing, 
Rather deal plainly, and make known your Neceflities. 
Tf you-Truſt in God, and do your Dury, he will take 
Care of you: And though you may be in Straits ſome- 
times, yet ſtill you will find a Supply. And to prevent 
your Poverty, let me eſpecially ,warn you againſt thax 
common Bruiciſh Sin of Drunkenneſs, which brings both 
this and many other Miſchiefs along with it, as T have be- 
fore told you. Indeed ir hinders every thing thar's good, 
and leads Men into all manner, both of Sin and Miſery. 
This Vice it is chat makes more Beggars than any other 

- Cauſe, Wherefore, if you have any regard to your Fa- 
- milies, any love to Soul or Body, avoid all Riot and Ex - 
ceſs, Ear and Drink moderately, as may tend to kecp 
you beſt in Health, and make you moſt fic for the Service 
'of God, and your own Callings. 
"1 R quan Beware of- that filrhy fin of Whoredon), - 
which very ofcen goes along. with Drunkenneſs, and as 
ofren brings the Curſe of God, both upon Mens Bodies 
and Eſtates. And ro keep you innocent, avoid Idleneſs 
as well as Intemperance. And fly from all lewd and wick- 
ed Company, where you are in.danger of being enticed 
and cnſnared; and: do not ſo much as allow your ſelves 
in any unclean Thoughts or Defires, nor in filthy .Dif- - 
courſes, or in any wanton Carriage and Behaviour. For 
the preventing of all wickedneſs in this kind, God hath 
: allowed Marriage, which 1s ſaid. to be Honourable in all, 
bur Whoremongers and Adulterers God will Judge, Heb. 
1x3« 4+ Wherefore [let them who are in thar State keep 


- firictly true ro- their Marriage Vow : And all both mar- 
,ricd and fingle,. preſerve both Body and Soul fo Chaſte 


and Pure, that the holy Spirit of God may now dwell 
in their Hearts, and they may be fit ro dwell for ever tn 
the Preſence of the moſt Holy God. 
And thus I have briefly given you an Account wherein 
conſiſts char Holineſs of Life, ro which all Chriſtians are 
KY D 4 Obie 
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ebliged by rhe Preceprs of our Bleſſed Saviour, and by 
heir Bapriſmal Vowy-which binds them to keep his Pre- 
cepts, and to follow his Example, who himſelf livcd in 
the ſame holy manner thar he caught 3 and hath com- 
manded thoſe that ſay they abide in him, to walk as bt 
walked, 1 Joh.2.6. The ſum of all you have in few words, 
which the Goſpel teaches, even 6 we ſhould deny un- 
godlintſs and worldly lufts, and live ſoberly, righteouſly and 
pioufly in the world, Tit, 2. 11,12. | bf 

And now let me again beſeech you ſeriouſly to conſt 
der whether it has been your care to live ſuch holy and 
£00d lives, yea or no. And wherein ſocyer your Con- 
fcience dorhaccuſe you, thar you have neglected the Du- 
ties God hath commanded, or committed thoſe Sins 
which he hath forbidden, do you hambly acknowledge 
2rd confeſs the ſame ro Almighty God, with true godly 
Sorrow for the ſame, earneſtly begging Mercy and Par. 
don for Chriſt's ſake, who died on the Croſs for Sinners, 
#nd through whom all thar confeſs and forſake their Sins 
ſhall find Mercy, Wherefore do you heniceforward reſolve 
by his Grace that you will forſake your Sins, and amend 
Four Lives, and make it your chief bufineſs to keep Con- 
{cjences yoid of Offence toward God and Man, not allow- 
vp yourſelves in any known fin, nor in the wilful negleGt 
-of any known Duty, Do not obje& againſt this, and ſay, 
that ir is impoſſible to lead ſuch an holy Life. For Thou- 
ſands in the World, of all Ranks and Conditions, have 

done it in all Ages, by the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace, 
which you ſhall never want, if you ſeck ir carneſtly, and 
Improve It _—_— | And though there may at firſt be 
ſome difficulty in leaving an ill courſe, yer by degrees it 
will grow caſte, and you will then find nothing'fo ſweet 
and plcaſanc as Religion and Virtue. 
* And donor, I beſeech you, fancy that ir is not for poor 
People to think of being ſo Religious and Godly. ; rhac 
this is only for the Rich, who have little elſe ro do; Why, 
will not you thatare Poor have as much Care of your own 
Souls as the Rich, and ſtudy ro be Happy as well as they ? 
By this means you will be even wich chem, yea much hap- 
Pier than they, even inthis Life, except they be Good as 


well az Great, What is there in all I have faid, but m_ 
: t 


iÞ wwe ID 8 w FOES «@ BD ny gs < (Þ 


er ot 


wen! w On 


$ 


The Chiifian Ponito!. 45 


the. pooreſt may. perform, if they have but a willtsg 
Mind ? May you not love God and your Neighbour, be 
Sober and Chaſt, Meek and Humble, Pray to God, and 
Praiſe his Name, &c. Nay, is not this the much better 
wy ro keep you from Poverty, or to help =u out of jr? 
Ts it not much Cheaper to live Soberly and oneſtly, than 
to live in Drunkenneſs and Whoredom, and ſuch like 
waſtful fins? Does it nor ceſt you much more to go to 
Law for Revenge, than to forgive an Injury ? One Vice 
coſts more the maintaining, than ten Virtues. AndI am 
confiden', more Families are brought to Poverty by gra- 
tify1ng thelr Luſts, than by providing for their Children, 
how many ſoever they be. Is it not, think you, much 
berter for your Selves and Families, todpend the Lord's 
Day in God's Service, both in Pablick and Private, than 
to walte your Time and Mony at-the Alchouſe ? Daily 


» Experience ſhews, thar it is not Religion, bur the want of 


Ir, that makes Men Poor and Miſcrable. Beſides that, ſuch 
good People have God's Bleffing and Favours, as I have 
already ſhewed 3 and therefore he'll be ſure to rake care 
.of them and theirs, | | 
. And pray de nat think. that you ſhall be ſaved merely. 
becauſe youare Poor : For if you be wicked and ungodiy; 
.you will certainly be miſerable in the next World as well 
as this. Lazarus was not ſaved becauſe he was Poor, but 

becauſe he was a Pijous Good Man: And on the other 
hand, Dives was not Damn'd for being Rich, but becauſe 
-he was Luxurious and Proud, and wholly gives up to 
Pamper and Adorn his Carcaſe. (20d 007.3 

Ler me further warn you againſt rwe er three dange- 
rous Miſtakes that harden many Men in their Sins, Be- 
ware of thinkiog that it's enough for a Man to be bapti- 
zed, and keep his Church, and go to Prayers and Ser- 
mons, and ſometimes ro the Communion, and ſay his 

Prayers in private, that this is enough to prove him a 
good Chriſtian, and make ſure of Salyation. - All this is 
very good, bur chis will nor ſerve turn, except our Hearts 
be ſo thoroughly fanfified by the Grace of God, that we 
do truly love God above all, and ſet our Hearrs on the 
Joy of Heaven, and love our Neighbours,and be true and 
juſt in alt our Dealings,temperate-and chaft in our _— 
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fatjon ; as is before deſcribed; And this is the great Rnd 
of Prayers, Sermons and Sacraments, to make us more 
and more holy in Heart and Life : withour which we ſhall 
be rather worſe than better for them, Matth.7.21,22,23. 

Be nor ſo weak as to think you may be ſaved by a good 
Belief alone,by your Faith in Chriſt,and truſting in God, 
wichout Obedience to his Commands, Ir is for Chriſt's 
Sake onely you are ſaved, bur he will ſave none but thoſe 
who obey-him, Heb. 5. 9. And that only ls true ſaving 
Faith, which purifies the Heart,and produces Obedience, 
as you have heard before, And fince God has plainly 
rold us, that we cannot be ſaved withour Holineſs, if we 
rake up a fooliſh Confidence that we may be ſaved with- 
our ir, this is not truſting in God, bur our own Fancies, 
and the Devil's Deluſjons. We may fafely truſt in God's 
Promiſes, but then let us ſee to perform the Conditions, 
and become ſuch an humble, holy People, as he has pro 
miſed for Chriſt's Sake to own and fave. 

Take heed alſo of miſtaking the Nature of Repentance, 
.a5 if it were only bcing a lictle ſorry for our Sins; and 
crying to God for Mercy, and then all will be- well, tho 
we go on till in our old Ways. Bur'thisis a moſt dange- 
rous Miſtake. For a Man never truly repents till he for- 
ſakes his Sin, and changes his Courſe : When the Drunk- 
ard becomes ſober,and the prophane Man a devour Wore 
ſhipper of God, and ſo continues. True Repentance 
changes the Hearr and Life of a Sinner... | 

And laſtly,do nor think it enough to forſake ſome Sins 
and keep others; tro do ſome good Duries and ' negle& 
.others, and rhen excuſe your ſelvesby- ſaying it 1s your 
Failing. Every Man bus his Fatling, and this is mine. So 
fays the Drunkard and che Whoremonger, and ſofays the 
angry Man when he ſwears or curſes, or gives bad Lan- 
guage. Bur ſuch Sins as are commirred againſt Knowledg 
and Conſcience, and-continued from Time-to Time,when 
we have leiſure to think beforchand and prevent them, 
theſe are to be reckoned as; wilfal Sins, nor as Failings. 
Eſpecially ſuch groſs Sins as Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, 
common Swearing or Lying, and the like, are nor to be 
reckoned as Failings. Indeed whacever-Sin a Man loves 
and pleads for and allows himſelf Io, is nota meer _ 
MAl- 
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Mity, but a wilful Tranſgrefſion. A good Man hates all 
- Sin as he does Sickneſs, and ſtrives and watches,and prays 


againſt ir. He hates every falfe Way,and has a ReſpeQt ro 
all God's Commands.A true Chriftian muſt be an entirely 
good Man, all of a Plece. A great Matter 1 find itis 


"with many People, that they do wrong to no body, nor 


have any Malice in their Hearr, and therefore they think 
themſelves in good Condition God-ward. *But though 
this is one good Part of our Duty, yet it is bur a Part. 
We muſt alſo ſee that we do nor wrong Almighty God 
and our own Souls by ſerting our Hearts chiefly on this 
World, by negleQing his Worſhip and Service, by living 
in Excefs or Uncleanneſs, or any other known Sin. We 
muſt be both pious toward God, loyal to our Prince, - 
juſt and charitable to our Neighbour, humble and ſober, 
every way holy and good, if we will approve our ſelves 
to be Chriſtians indeed. He that wilfully offends in one 
Poinr, ard allows himſelf therein, is guilty in effec tof 
breaking the whole Law 3 For he defpiſes God's Aurho- 
rity ; and if he meets with the ſame Tempration, will 
commir any other Sin. And as is commonly and truly 
ſaid inthis Caſe, one Stab, though but with a Pen-knife, 
may wound a Man as mertally, as twenty Thrufts with a 
Sword ; ſo one Sin loved and delighted in, may damna 
Mans Soul as well as a thouſand, 7ames 2.10. 

Having thus endeavoured briefly ro remove your Ob- 
jeRions and Miſtakes, I do now again in the laſt place, 
come to enforce my Exhortation that you would ſeriouſ- 
ly and ftedfaſtly reſolve to caft,away every Sin,and moſt 
entirely devote your ſelves to the leading fuch a godly, 
righreous and ſober Life, as you are bound to by your 
Chriſtian Baptiſm. Tf you are in diſpute with your ſelver, 
whether you ſhould reſolve upon ic, pray look over the 
Arguments before laid down, and ponder them in your 
Mind ; and then certainly you cannot but own, that I 
perſuade you to nothingyburt what is very juft and reaſon- 
able, and every Way for your greateft Good, And if 
you are convinced of this, rhen proceed forthwich to this 
pious Reſolution, without trifling or delaying. The 
ſooner you do jr, the ſafer jr is , and the berter for 
yecu. Do nor goon in Sin at preſent,on a Pretence,thar 
youll 
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you'll repent hereafter, when you are older, or when you 
come to be ſick,and to die, Do not put off the great Bu- 
fines of Life to the End of your Days, when you are 
Ror (ure of Time or Strength, or of God's Affiſtance, or 
Acceptance of you. Do nor plead the Example of the 
- Thiefupon the Croſs: For his Cafe was nothing like yours 
that have long enjoy'd rhe Offers of Grace and Mercy. If 
now ſrom this preſent Time you will heartily and fincere- 
ly return to God, you have no Reaſon to deſpair of his 

Merecies, how many or great ſoever your Sins have been : 
Bur if you ſtill perſift in Sin, preſuming upon God's 
Mercy hereafter, you have juſt Cauſe to fear, that this 
bold Preſumption,and horrid Abuſe of God's Grace, may 
end in your erernal Ruin and Damnation. 

. But if you are willing now ſpeedily to enter upon this 
Reſolution and Purpoſe, then let me in a few Words far- 
ther dire& you, by what Means you may render it firm 
and laſting, and may be befi enabled toperform the ſame. 

I. And firſt, I would adviſe you to-take the next Op- 
a ro confirm this holy Reſolution,at the Table of 
the Lord. There ſolemnly renew your Baptiſmal Vow. 
Dedicate and give up your ſelf to God, the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoft 3 renouncing the Devi), the World and” 
the Fleſh, and all thoſe wicked Ways they would draw: 
you to, more eſpecially thoſe Sins which you have been 
formerly moſt guilty of. Henceforth, let the Lord Jeſus 
that bought you with his Blood, be taken for your only 
Lord and Maſter, to govern you by his Spirir, and by 
his Laws, as ever you dcſire and hope to be ſaved by his 
Death and Reſurre&ion. And uſe frequently to think of 
this ſolemn Engagement, afrer you have made it : That 
it may have due Force upon you, when you are tempted 
to revo]r to any wicked Prattice, Often repeatthe ſame 
betwixt God and your own Soul ; and eſpecially renew 
It by frequent Attendance on the holy Communion, there 
ſeeking for Grace and Strength from God, to walk in his 
holy Ways ſtedfaſtly and conſiantly. 

TE. Bur that brings me to a ſecond Dire&tion, That you 
fhould nor reſolve upon all this, in a Confidence of your 
own Strength,bur in a moſt humble Dependance on the 
Grace of God, which he is eyer willing to beſtow on ſuch 
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The Thiiſtian Wonitot. | 49. 
As ſeek It earneſtly in the Way he has appointed, by a due 
Attendance on the Means of Grace, the Word, Prayer 
and Sacraments, - Wheretore <3 10u have Opporanlcy, 
atrend carcfully co the reading and hearing of his Word, 


and hide 1t in your Heart, that you may not fin againſt him, 


And be very much in Prayer to God for his holy Spirir, 
to be given you through his Son Jeſus, who will powerful- 
ly idrercede for you,and make good his Promiſes ro hum- 
ble and devout Supplicants, Luke.11.13. 7obn 16. 23,24. 
Whenever you are in danger, and are aflaulted by any 
Tempracion ro Sin, or are backward to what is goodythen 
eſpecially pray fervently for IIS 


-Grace, and your Prayers ſhall nor be 


'YIF. To your Prayers add conſtant Watchfulnefs over 
your (elf at all Times, and inall Places and Companies. 
Watch over your Thoughts chemſelyes, and over your 
Words and AQions. Saran þs ever watching to decelye 
vs,and rhere are many Snares and Dangers im all ourWays, 
and we have corrupt Natures, and treacherous Hearts,and 
therefore had need to be very watchful, to avoid all Oc. 
caſjons of Sin, as much as poſſible,andto ſs the ve- 
ry firſt Beginnings, Think before-hand whar Temprati- 
ons you are like ro meetwith, andforrifie your ſelf againſt 
what you cannot ſhun, Do nor wilfully run into Danger; 
eſpecially, beware of bad Company, by which many are 
drawn back to their former Loofneſs. Be not led away 
by cheir Counſel or Example,nor be diſcouraged by their 
Jeers and Cenſures. Uſe ofren trolook back upon your 
ARions ; and if you have been drawn Into any wilful Sin, 
do not wake a lightmartter of it,nor yet deſpair of Pardon, 
if you be truly penitenr, Wherefore, ſpecdily and car- 
. nefily berake your ſelf ro God by true Repentance, beg- 
ing Mercy for Chriſt's ſake,and more Grace to ſtrengthen 
and aſſiſt you. Renew your Purpoſes for Amendment of 


Life, and ſet your Watch more ſtrifly for the fikture. 


IV. To quicken and engage You rothls Warchfulneſs 5 
remember, that Almighty God js ever preſent with you, 
ang obſerves all your Ways, and takes great Delight in 
your Piety and Holineſs, bur is of purer Eyes than to be» 
hold the leaſt Iniquity with any Pleaſure. Wherefore, 
always walk in asthe Prefence of this Holy God,whether 
yauxre aloneor ln Company. V.T! 
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V. Think ofren.how near jou ſtand to another World, 
and what an Account you muſt give to God, of aff your 
Decds donein the Body ; and ſo live now,as will be moſt 
for your Comfort at Death and Judgment. When the 
Profics and Pleaſures of Sin entice you,compare them with 
the eternal Joys which they will deprive you of and with 
the eternal Torments they lead ro. Think whether ever 
any Man by inning againſt God, did gain ſomewhat that 
is better than Heayen, or that is worth golng to Hell 


for. Let Eterniry be very much in your Thoughts, 
and the fading Vanities of this World will haye- little 
Eſteem with you. Ofren ponder of thoſe _ 


Words of our- Bleſſed Saviour, What will it profit @ 
a Man to gain the whole World,and loſe his own Soul ? Or what 
ſhall a Man give in exchange for his Soul ? Mark.8.36,37. 
Lafily, inſtead of more Dire&ion, let me adviſe you to 
acquainr-your ſelf with your Miniſter ; and conſulr him 
in the great concernment of your Soul, as Men are wont 
to-do the Lawyer and the Phyſician, In matters that con- 
cern their Bodies and Eſtates. Do not ihink it enough 
tq hear his Sermons in publick, but take Advice from him 
in privare, and open to him the State and Caſe of your 
Soul,ſo far as may enable him to give ſuch Dire&ions, as 
are moſt proper to your Condition. This eſpecially you 
ought to do, when you firſt make Entrance upon an hol 
Life, and do firſt addreſs your ſelf to the holy Coniagad 
en; or when you are under any great Doubts, and Trou- 
ble of Mind ; and are vexed with fore Temptations, &&- 
ther of one ſort or other 3 or when you are ſer upon by 
ſuch that would draw you away from our Church, cicher 


to Popery, or to any other Se& amongſt us. Then pre- 


ſencly berake your ſelfro your Miniſter; And in theſe or 
the like Caſes, take Dire&ion from him, and be ſure tq 
follow his wholeſome Counſel, and defire his Prayers to 
God for you. I know in large Pariſhes, Miniſters are nor 
able to have a particular Knowledg of every Perſon ; bur 
yer allthart know the Worth of Souls, and the Price thar 
was pald for them, will be ready to give Attendance to 
the meaneſt of their People, thar ſhall apply themſelves 
to them for Advice and Comfort, and will be glad of all 

Opportuulrics to. prgmote the Honour and De” of 
. £ i CLP 
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' their Saviour, and the Good of precious Souls commited 
to their Gare. | 
And thus have TI as plainly and as fully as I well could 
in ſo lictle Room, direQed you in char holy Way which 
leads co exernal Glory ; and have ſhewn you what great 
Reaſon you have to walk in that Way, and to continue 
therein toche End. As to thoſe who deſire larger Dire- 
Rions, nexr to the holy Scriptures (which I beſcech you 
ro read frequently with Humility and ſeriouſneſs, eſpeci- 
ally che New T eſtament.) Next to them, I ſhall refer 
you only. to that picu; and moft uſeſu] Book, The Whole 
Duty of Man. And heartily 1 wiſh, that.every pcor Famj- 
ly in the Kingdom, was furniſh'd with one of thoſe Fooks, 
together with a Bible and Common-Prayer-Book, which. 
might all be purchaſed for much lefs than Five Shillings ; © 
and therefore ir's great Firy they ſhould be any where 
wanting, Thoughalas, Iknow,there are many Families 
of poor People, where none of them read, and ſo Books 
co then are uſeleſs. Great Charity therefore it would be 
for rich Landlords and Gentlemen, to ſee that the Chil» 
dren of their poor Tenants and Neighbours be pur our to 
School ; and then to beſtow ar leaſt, Bibles upon them, 
that the Knowledg of God and Religion may be pramoted 
amongſt them 3 which would make greatly for the Good 
and Welfare both of Church and State. For though Brains. 
ſick Opinions and falſe Principles may make Mcn proud 
and head-firong, and troubleſome to their Governours, 
yer ſolid Knowledg and ſincere Godlineſs will make Men 
humble and meek, quietand peaceable; obedient to Mas 
giſtrates and Miniſters, full of Charity to their Neigh- 
bours, and ready to every good Work, And I am ſure 
an Increaſe of this truly religious Temper,would be one 
of the greateſt Bleſſings thar can be beſtowed upon this 
Earth, and would ſettle Kingdoms, Towns and Families 
in Peace and Concord, which almoſt every where are di- 
vided amongſt themſelyes,as well as againft one anorher : 
And by ſuch bleffed EffeRs of true Religion, ſomerhing 
of Heaven would be brought down upon Earth, and our 
Souls would be well firted for Heaven,when we are called 
off from this Earth, inro thoſe happy Reglonsabove,where 
there 1s nothing elſe but Peace and Holineſs, and w_ 
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and Joy. An1 may it pleaſe God ro bleſs theſe plain and 
ſhore inſtruction: for rhe enlightening of any Minds wich 
that Wiſdom from above, which is thus pure and praceable, 
then ſhall I obrain my Defign, and have grear Cauſe to be 
.thankful. And thar the Reader may Joya with me in 
theſe Wiſhes, TI have annexed heretoa Prayer for Grace 


to lead an holy Life. And if he will butade dillgent En- 
deavours to frequent and fervent Prayers, neither his La- 
bour nor mine will be in vaia, through the Grace and 
Bleſſing of Almighty God, from whom comes every 3 
.and perfe& Gift, to whom be given all Honour and Glo- 
TY, both now and for eyer, Amen, | F 


A PRAYER; Chiefty for the Aſif ance of God's 
Grace, in order to the leading an Holy Life. 


OQ Moſt Holy, and ever bleſſed Lord God, I do 
humbly caft down my ſelf before thee,acknow- 
ledging and lamenting nry own Sinfulneſs, and ear- 
neftly begging thy Grace and Mercy through the 
L ord Jeſns, our only Mediator and Advocate. [ 
confeſs, O God, I am a vile Sinner, polluted from 
the very Womb ; bur ſince I came to the uſe of my . 
Reaſon, I havedefiled my felf with many wilfal and 
hainous Tranſgrefſions. I have fadly neglected thy 
Service, and diſhonoured thy Name, and have been 
greatly wanting in thoſe Daties which I owe to thee 
my God,to my Neighbour,and ro my own Soul ;and 
have nor lived in ſuch a Godly, Righteous, Charire- 
ble and Sober Manner, as I ought to have done: But 
have often acted contrary to my own Reaſon and 
Conſcience, and to the plain Preceprs of rhy Word ; 
and contrary to my own Promiſes and Vows for 
berrer Obedience. O Lord, give mea clear ſight of 
my Sins, and ſuch a deep Senſe of the Evil of my 
ways, that my Heart may be truly humbled, and 
broken in the remembrance thereof. And for the 
Lord ſeſus's ſake, who died for Sinners, be merciful 
ro me, O Father of Mercies, pardon-all my Iniqui- 
ries,and ler them nor be remembred againſt me ro my 
Condemnarion; either in this World or that to come. 
Nor is ir only Pardon thar I beg, bur moit earneſtly 
I beſeech thee by thy Holy Spiric, ro ſanctifie me 
both in Body and Soul, that being made Pure and 
Holy in Hearr and Life.I may ſerve thee diligen ly 
all my Days on Earth,and ſo may enjoy thee for ev<r 
ja Heaven, I am fully dg K is _w_ my 
et BiY 
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des I Prayer. 
Duty and Happineſs ro fear and ſerve thee, the 
and glorious God, who haft made me and redeemed 
me, and hitherto graciouſly preſerved me. I acknow- 
ledge thy Service to be perfect Freedom, and all thy 
Laws to be holy, juſt and good. Wherefore I defire 
- urterly to renounce and forſake every evil Way, and 
moſt entirely devore my ſelf ro ſerve and pleaſe 
thee in Newneſs of Life. Bur thou, O Lord, know- 
eft the Weakneſs and Corruption of my Narure ; and 
how by evil Cuſtoms, I have made my ſelf more 
prone to Sin, more backward to that which is good, 
O do thou throughly change my Nature by thy 
Grace,that I may hare and abhor all Wickedneſs,and 
rake delightin rhe Ways of Pietry and Holineſs, Ler 
no unmortified Luſt remain in my Soul; bur do thou 

urifie and cleanſe me from Pride and Covetouſneſs, 
Hom Envy and Malice, and from all impure and ſen- 
ſual Aﬀections and Deſires, and enrich me with all 
the Graces of thy holy Spirit. Give me ſuch a clear 
Knowtedge of thy infinite Goodneſs, and of all thy 
glorious Perfections, rhat I may ever humbly admire 
and adore thee,and love thee with all my Hearr and 
Soul, and cleave to thee as my only Portion, prefer- 
ring thy Favour before all the Enjoyments of this 
World. Help me always firmly to truſt in thee,and 


freely to leave all my Afﬀairs tothy wiſe and gracious - 


Providence, abſolutely refgning my Will to thy holy 
Will in all things. Make me truly rhankful for all 
thy Mercies, and patient under Afictions. By thy 
reaching ler me learn to be content in all Eſtates and 
Conditions. And good God, ſuffer me not in the 
greateſt Difficulties and Dangers ro diſtruſt thy Mer 
cies, or take any unlawful Courſe for my Relief, 
F beg from thee my daily Bread, and beſeech thee ro 
give me an Heart well ſatisfied with whar thou ſeeft 


-——— ary 


? ot "Ps iS: 
C 42+ +39 "Tp"; IR & 1 BF 
4 FRM s 
x 5 bh e 


great 


WW was 4 (0) wn (0) JV 53 Be 


' ww It vu ec 


o__ _ FT w 6 0 


1.00 


iv, 236 ” ” —_—_ . "IO 
» rar todo dt. "AGF i 
"a "ow. ? THIS = "OE R APP! ry 
- N p VE _ Si 


s ' vs gu a” v 3 Ms & yj} aw i — 


private. Fill me with ſuch Love to my blefſed Savi- 
our, and with ſuch thankfulneſs for his tove in dying 
for Sinners, that I may go with more Delighr.ro rhe 
Holy Communion, for the good of my 'Soul, rhan 
to the richeſt Feaſt that is made for my Body. 

Help me, O God to ſhew my Love to thy bleſſed 
Self, by true Love and Charity ro my Neighbours, 
Make me tractable and obedient ro my Governours, 
both inChurch andSrtarte,peaceable and gentle rowards 
all Men,dealing with them ſo juftly and rtruly,as I my 
ſelf defire ro be dealt with. Make me tender and com- 
paſſionate,and ready todo all the good I carr to others: 
And ler thy Grace enable me freely to forgive thoſe 
that do evil ro me, as I my ſelf hope for mercy and 
forgiveneſs from thee, my God. And help me always 
to live ſoberly and remperately,purely and chaſtly in 
Heart and Life ;and with great meekneſs and humili- 
ry,in the ſenſe of my own unworthineſs and manifold 
imperfeQions. 

O Lord.grant that my Heart may be fill'd with ear- 
neſt longings and deſires after rhoſeGraces, which now 
with my Lips I pray for ; and help me to ſhew my 
fincerity, by diligent endeavours, daily ro grow in all 
Grace and Goodneſs, and to perfe& Holineſs in rhy 
Fear. Make me watchful over my ſelf, and all my 


. ways, that I may carefully avoid all occafions of fin, 


and may check the firſt morions therero in my own 
Heart. Keep me always deeply ſenlible of chy Pre- 
ſence, that I may walk humbly with thee my God, 
and approve.my ſelf to thee in well-doing. Wean my 


 Hearr from all things here below, and prepare me 


for my departure hence-into a better World. Help me 
always tolive in ſuch a Religions and Holy manner as þFÞ 
will be moſt for my Comfort at Death and Judgment. . Þ 
Strengthen my Behief of the 7 rs Promites, and . } 

dreadful Threatnings of the Goſpel ; and lerihis Br= 

licf rule and govern me in my whole Converſation O 
vhar I'may_ never be guilty of fo rauch folly and mc.d- 
ls 81 7 F 2 : RES, 4 
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neſs, as to foſe the eternal and fAnſpeakable Joys . of 


Heaven,and throw my ſelf into the eternal Torments 
of Hell, for any of the Profits or Pleaſures of Sin thar 
are but for a moment. Do thou,O Lord, by thy ho- 
ly Spirir, ever keep upon my Mind fuch a freſh and 
lively ſenſe of the reaſonableneſs of Religion, and of 
che miſchief and folly of all Sin and Wickedneſs,that 
no Temprations of Satan, no Allurements of the 
World or the Fleſh, may hinder me from my Daty, 
nor draw me into any known Sin ; . bur do thou ever . 
ſtrengthen and afliſt me by thy Grace,and guide me 
by rhy Counſel, rill chon ſhalt bring me to thy ſelf in 
Glory. 
Neither do I pray for my (elf alone, but for all 
Mankind; befeeching thee ro ſend'irhe Light: of rhy 
Gofpel into all rhe dark Corners of the Earth, and 
grant,that they who do enjoy 4t,may walk in all ho- 
ly obedience thereto. Be merciful to rthele Kingdoms, 
ya-don our Sins, and reform us from them, Heal all 
our Diviſions ; continue our Mercies, and make us 
rrulythankful for them. Bleſs rhe King's Majeity, 
with the Royal Family, and all thoſe that are in An- 
thority under him ; and grant ro us and all bis Sub- 
jects, GracÞ.ro lead quier and peaceable Lives in all 
Godlineſs and Honeſty. Bleſs the Miniſters of thy 
holy Word and Sacraments, and make them very 
Diligenr, and very Succeſsful in their Endeayours : 
Help us to bring ſuch Fruir from the Bleſſings we en- 
joy, thar thy Goſpel, and the Ordinances .thereof 
may be continued ro ns, and to the Generation after 
us. Shew mercy to all that are afflicted, wherher in 
Soul or Body ; and preſerve thoſe rhar rravel on their 
Jawſul Occafions, by Land or by Sea. Bleſs all my 
Friends and Relations, particularly all thar belong 
ro this Family ; and help us all to live in the Fear 
and Love of rhee our God, and in Peace and Charity 
| one With another, Ler thy Bleſſing and good Preſence 
be with ms zby unworthy geryant, now aud at all 
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times, at my down-lying and up-rifing, in my going 
out and coming in, be thou my God and my Guide, 
even to- the Death ; and my eternal Portion, when 
T im&ſhall be no more. | 

And accept, O God, of my unfeigned deſires, ro 
bleſs and praiſe thy glorious Name, for all thy Mer. 
cies and Favours to my ſelf, and to all Men : I bleſs 
thee for my Reaſon and Senſes, my Health and 
Strength, Food and Raimenr, and all the Comforts 
of this Life ; but above all, I praiſe thee for thine in» 
eftimable Love in the Redemption of the World by 
by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for all the means of 
Grace, and for the hope of Glory. And I beſeech 
thee, give me that due Senſe of all thy Mercies, that 
my Heart may þe unfeignedly thankful, that I may 
ſhew forth thy Praiſe, nor only with my Lips, bur in 
my Life, by giving up my {elf to thy Service, and by 
walking before thee in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all 
rhe Days of my Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; 
in whole moſt holy Name and Words, I continue to 
Pray as he hath zaught us in his Goſpel, ſaying : 


OR Father which art in Heaven, Halowed be thy 

Name; thy Kingdwn come ;thy VVill be done on Earth 
4s it us in Heaven; Give us this day our daily Bread ; 
Forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that ireſpae 
egainſt us 5 And lead us not intoTemptation ; But delt= 
wer 1 from Evil ::For thine # the Kingdom,and the Powe 
er, and the Glory, for ever and ever. Amen, 


The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, the Love of 
God, and the Fellowſhip of the Moly Ghoſt, be with 
me now and evermore, Amen. | 


FINES. 


E # 


—_— 


4 
— 


Books Printed for, and ſold by S. Manſhip, «t the 
Ship #: Cornhil,zear the Royal-Exchange.. . 
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Satisfaction of Difſenters ; and ro exhort all Men to 
Peace and Unity. The Fourth Edition, $2, Price 
bound 2 s. E45:9.1-T536 

An Explication of the Creed, the Ten Command- 
ments and the Lord's Prayer ; with the Addition of 
ſome Forms of Prayer. Price 1 s 6 4. 

A Dialogue berwixt Two Proteftants( in Anſwer 
to a Popiſh Carechiſm, called 4. ſhore: Catechiſm 
apainſt the Seftaries,) Plainly ſhewing"' that the 
Members of the Church of Ens/and are no Sectaries, 
bur true Catholicks ; and thar our Churchis a ſound 
Part of Chrift's Holy Catholick Church, --In: 8*, 
Price 1 s. 6 d. 

Poetick Miſcellanies. In $9. 'Price r 9. 6. © 

The Chriftian Monitor. 'The Nineteenth: Edition. 
Price 3 4. having already fold 75 Thouſand, and 
thoſe that are Charitably diſpoſed may haverthem for 
20 5. the Hundred. 


Theſe Five written by the Reverend Fo. Rawler, 
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A Collection of Miſcellanies, conſiſting of Poems, 
Eflays, Diſcourſes and Letters, In large 8. 7 
Reaſon and Religion, or the Grounds and Mea- 
ſures of Devotion, conſidered from the Nature of 
God, and the Nature of Man, in ſeveral Contem- 
plarions, with Exerciſes of, Devaxion \ 7" tro eve- 
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Theory and Regulation of Love ;-a Moral Effay; 
intwo Parts: To which are added Letters Philoſ@- 
phical and Moral, between rhe Author and Doctor 
More. The Second Edition. In $9®. 

Reflections upon the Conduct of Humane Life, 
with Reference to the Study of Learning and Know- 
ledge ; ina Letter ro the excellent Lady, the Lady 
Maſham. To which is annexed a Viſitation Sermon, 
In 87. 

Practical Diſcourſes upon rhe Beatirudes of onr 
Lordrand Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. To whichare added 
Reflections upon a late Effay concerning Human Un- 
derftanding, Vol. I. The Third Edition. Inlarge 8*. 

Practical Diſcourſes upon ſeveral Divine Subjects, 
Vol. II. The Second Edition. In large $9, 

Practical Diſcourſes upon ſeveral Divine Subjects 
Vol. III. In 89. | | 

The Charge of Schiſm continued, being a Juſtifica- 
tion of the Author of Chriſtian Blefſedneſs, for his 
charging the Separatiſts with Schiſm, norwirftanding 
the Toleration : In a Letter to a Ciry Friend. In 12.* 

T wo Treartiſes concerning the Divine Light. The 
Firſt being an Anſwer to a Letter of a learned Quas» 
ker : The Second being a Diſcourſe concerning the 
Groſlneſs of the Quakers Notion of the Light within, 
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Spiritual Counſel, or the Father's Advice to his 
Children. | 

Letters Philoſophical, Moral, and Divine, to the 
Reverend MriF, Norris,with his Anſwers.In large $9. 

Theſe Eleven written by the Reverend Mr. Fohw 
Noris, Rector of Bemerton near Sarum. 


An Eflay concerning Human Underftanding, in 4; 
Books : the 3d, Edition with large Additions ; by 
Fobn Locke Gent. 
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his Works, and fevera! Particulars of his Controverſy 
with N. Arnaud, D. of Sorhon, and M. Regis Profeſſor in 
Philoſophy art Paris. Written by Mr, le Yaſſor, lately 
come over from Paris, done out of French from the laſt 
Edicion by Mr. Sault. 

PraRical Diſcourſes on the Patables of our Bleſſed Sayl- 
our : By F. Bragge Vicar of Hitchin in Hertfordſhire. 

Seneca's Morals by way of Abſtra& z of Benefirs, The 
eth. Edit. By Sir Roger L'Eftrange. | 

The Preſent State of che Empire of Morocco. By Mon- 
fieur De Sr. Olon Ambaſſador in the Year 1693. 

* The-Life of the famous Cardinal Duke of Richlies, 
Principal Miniſter of State to Lewis XML. in 2 Vol. 
" A New Voyage Into 1taly, with neceſſary InftruRions 
for thoſe who undertake the ſame.By Maximilian Miſfone 
In 2Vol.Done ourof French,and illuſtrated with Sculptures. 
* The Roman Hiſtory, from the building of the City to 
rhe perfeſt Serctlement of the Empire by Auguſtus Ceſare 
By LaxFince Echard A.M. of Chriſts Colledg in Cambridg. 
_ Afvll, large, and general Phraſe Book. -. By #11ia8 
Robertſon A.M. | 
. Refletions on the goodTemper and fair Dealing of the 
Animadverter upon Dr. Sherlock's Vindication of the 
Holy Trinity. 

Eſfays of Michael Seigneur De Montaigne, in 3 Books 
Writtznby a Perfon of Honour, now rendred into Exgiifh 
by Charles Cotton Eſq. in 3 Vol. 

* Chriſtian Conferences, demonſtrating the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion and Morality. By Fa. Maltbranch.- 

A Cap of Gray Hairs for a Green Head, or the Father's 
Counſel to his Son an Apprentice inLondon.The _—_—_ 

A Sermon concerning the Excellency and UWefulues of 

1 Common Prayer. By #. Beveridge. 
is Sermon + the Quceus 
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